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FILE - In this

Tuesday, April 4, 2017 file photo,
victims of the suspected chemical
weapons attack lie on the ground, in
Khan Sheikhoun, in the northern
province of |Idlib, Syria. Israeli
defense  officials say Syrian
President Bashar Assad still has up
to three tons of chemical weapons.

The officials

delivered the assessment on
Wednesday, April 19, 2017, weeks
after a chemical attack in Syria killed
at least 90 people. (Alaa Alyousef
via AP, File) (The Associated
Press)

PARIS — France says it will provide
proof within days that Syrian
President Bashar Assad's regime
carried out the April 4 chemical
attack in Syria that killed at least 90
people.

Speaking Wednesday evening on
French TV, Foreign Minister Jean-
Marc Ayrault said: "We will provide
proof that the regime did indeed
organize these strikes with chemical
weapons."

He said he couldn't provide
evidence now because analysis is
still underway but added: "In a few
days I'll be able to provide proof."

Assad has denied that he was
behind the attack. Syria agreed to

France promises proof Assad regime behind chemical attack

give up its chemical weapons
arsenal in 2013.

Speaking Thursday, French
presidential candidate Jean-Luc

Melenchon called on the United
Nations to punish those behind the

TODAY France says it will prove Syria's Assad used chemical weapons

John Bacon
USA TODAY 3:34 p.m. ET April 19,
2017

Bashar al-Assad said in an interview
that the chemical attack in Syria is
100% fabrication. Elizabeth
Keatinge (@elizkeatinge) has more.
Buzz60

A Syrian child receives treatment at
a hospital in Khan Sheikhun, a
rebel-held town in the northwestern
Syrian Idlib province, following a
chemical weapons attack on April 4,
2017.(Photo: Omar Haj Kadour,
AFP/Getty Images)

French intelligence services will
soon provide proof that Syrian
President Bashar Assad's military
used chemical weapons in an attack
this month that killed scores of
civilians, most of them women and
children, Foreign Minister Jean-Marc
Ayrault said Wednesday.

THE WALL
STREET Editorial :
JOURNAL April 19, 2017

7:17 p.m. ET 17
COMMENTS

Europe continues its  rousing
election year on Sunday with a first
round of the French presidential
contest that will decide if the center
can hold or a blood-and-soil
nationalist will square off against a
throwback socialist. What could go
wrong?

For months the smart money
thought the first round would set up
a final match pitting Marine Le Pen
of the right-wing National Front
against a reform-minded centrist.
That could still happen if the other
leading finisher is Francois Fillon,
the nominee of the center-right
Republicans who touts a free-

Ayrault made his assertions on
French TV the same day an
international  investigative  group
confirmed the victims were exposed
to sarin or a sarin-like substance.
Sarin disrupts the nervous system,
and one drop can be fatal. The gas,
like all chemical weapons, is banned
under international law.

"As far as French intelligence
services and military intelligence are
concerned, in a matter of days we
will prove that the regime has
indeed organized these strikes with
chemical weapons," Ayrault said.

The attack April 4 on the town of
Khan Sheikhoun killed more than 90
people and left hundreds more
suffering from effects of the gas.
Images of the tiny victims sparked
global outrage against Assad. The
U.S. responded by firing 59
Tomahawk cruise missiles at the air
base where the Syrian attack
originated.

Russia and Syria have claimed
conventional ~ Syrian  weaponry
struck a rebel chemical weapons
depot, causing the tragedy.

A similar global outcry after a sarin
attack in 2013 resulted in a U.S. and
Russian program to destroy Syria’s
chemical weapons stockpile.
However, chemical weapons attacks
in 2014 and 2015 have been verified
by the U.N.

Read more:

On Wednesday, the Organization for

the  Prohibiton of  Chemical
Weapons announced that bio-
medical samples collected from

three victims during their autopsies
indicated they were exposed to sarin
or a sarin-like substance. Tests on
seven people undergoing treatment
at hospitals indicated the same
thing, said Ahmet Uzumcu, the
agency's director-general.

French Political Roulette

market platform; or center-left,
independent Emmanuel Macron,
who doesn’t go as far as Mr. Fillon
but still promises to reform labor and
tax laws. Either would be favored
against Ms. Le Pen in a runoff.

But suddenly the two reformers
might be surpassed by far-left
independent Jean-Luc Meélenchon,
who is telling the French they can
grow richer by working less and
spend more by earning less. He'd
cut the work week to 32 hours from
35, cut the retirement age to 60 from
66, prevent companies that have
laid off workers from paying
dividends, and ignore European
Union limits on fiscal deficits. On
foreign policy he is anti-American,
anti-NATO and pro-Vladimir Putin,
and he has written a book subtitled
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“The German Poison,” which should
make for pleasant summits in Berlin.

Ms. Le Pen is hoping to vindicate
her long-running effort to transform
her father's National Front into a
respectable party. Her views on
Europe, America, Russia and the
state role in the French economy
are distinguishable  from  Mr.
Mélenchon’s only by nuances.

The National Front’s toxic history of
anti-Semitism and its hostility to
minorities and immigrants has
traditionally put a ceiling on Ms. Le
Pen’s vote, especially on the left.
But that might not hold if Mr.
Mélenchon doesn’'t make it to the
final round and his supporters must
choose between Ms. Le Pen and
one of the centrists.

attack and said "whoever uses
chemical weapons should be
condemned.”

Uzmucu called the evidence
"incontrovertible”  and  said the
investigation was continuing.

Also Wednesday, multiple Israeli

defense officials told the Associated
Press that Assad still has up to three
tons of chemical weapons. A senior
military official told AP Israeli military
intelligence estimates that Assad
has “between one and three tons” of
chemical weapons. AP said the
officials spoke on condition of
anonymity under military briefing
rules. The assessment was
confirmed by two other defense
officials, AP said. The Jerusalem
Post published a similar report.

The Post, citing a defense official,
also said the regime used the
chemical weapons out of frustration
after failing to make meaningful
advances on the ground despite
support from Russia, Iran and
Hezbollah.

Mr. Fillon’s agenda comes closest to
what France needs to revive its
stagnant economy, notwithstanding
his affinity for Mr. Putin’s Russia. He
promises to balance the budget
within five years, cut €100 billion
($106.72 billion) in spending, slash
the corporate-tax rate to 25% from
nearly 35%, end the 35-hour work
week and liberalize labor laws to
encourage hiring. All of this is a hard
sell in France at any time, but Mr.
Fillon’s  credibility = has  been
compromised by news that he put
family members on the public
payroll.

Mr. Macron’s reforms don’t go as far
as Mr. Fillon’s, but he’d also cut the
corporate-tax rate to 25%, reform
the work week and reduce labor-
related taxes for entrepreneurs. But
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the 39-year-old has never held
elected office and failed to sell this
program to the National Assembly
when current Socialist President
Francois Hollande made him
economy minister.

All four major candidates are polling
at around 20%, but Mr. Mélenchon
has momentum and the highest
personal

sl Editorial :
The Editors

Four candidates stand a realistic
chance of making it past the first
round of Sunday's presidential
electionin France. If voters aren't
careful, however, they may end up
with no choice at all.

That's because two of the
candidates -- National Front leader
Marine Le Pen and left-wing

firebrand Jean-Luc Melenchon --
propose platforms so extreme that
their destabilizing effect on the
French economy, and on Europe,
would be hard to overstate.

Le Pen wants to pull France out of
the euro, close the borders to

immigrants  and
Sos

favorability. A Le Pen-Mélenchon
finale would be a political shock to
markets and perhaps to the future of
the EU and eurozone. The best
result would be for one or both
centrists to make it through, but the
fact that both could lose to the
radicals is an indictment of the main
political parties.

Mr. Hollande’s Socialists have made
France the sickest of Europe’s large
economies, with growth of merely
1.1% in 2016, a jobless rate above
10% for most of the past five years,
and youth unemployment at nearly
25%. His predecessor Nicolas
Sarkozy and the Republicans talked
a good reform game but never
delivered. Add the threats of Islamist
terror and mass Syrian migration,

Please Be Careful, France

enact a program of “"economic
patriotism" that includes a hefty tax
on foreign products and workers.
Melenchon wants a retirement age
of 60, a 32-hour workweek and an
effective ceiling on salaries. Oh, and
he also proposes that France resign
from NATO. Both have found new
ways to appeal to voters, especially
dissatisfied ones, partly through
astute social media campaigns.

Voters deserve better than a choice
between these two. Even if a
mainstream party wins June's
parliamentary election, a President
Le Pen or a President Melenchon
would have far-reaching implications
for the global order, given France's
importance to the EU and the near-

total control over foreign policy
vested in the French president.

The other two candidates are self-
styled outsiders with more centrist
policies. Emmanuel Macron, the
presumed front-runner and former
economy minister under Socialist
President Francois Hollande, left
government to set up his own party.
He offers something for everyone
but is generally pro-business and
socially progressive. Francois Fillon,
the surprise choice of France's
center-right Republican Party, favors
market reforms and less state
intervention. But with his candidacy
hobbled by an investigation into his
use of state funds to hire family

and the stage is set for candidates
who appeal to nativism or a cost-
free welfare state. Let's hope a
French majority steps back from the
political brink.

Appeared in the Apr. 20, 2017, print
edition.

members, he hasn't had much of a
chance to talk about his program.

France's two-stage voting process
has generally served as a
moderating influence. In the first
round, the saying goes, people vote
with their heart; in the second, they
vote with their head. It's a tradition
they may want to reconsider this
year. Whatever happens Sunday,
French voters need to be sure they
have a real choice in the second
round on May 7.

To contact the senior editor
responsible for Bloomberg View's
editorials:  David  Shipley at

davidshipley@bloomberg.net.

Angeles Ogier : The sorry spectacle of the French presidential election

Richard Ogier

Times
far-left

candidate’s meteoric rise has given
a surrealist hue to the already
remarkable  French presidential
campaign. Heading toward the
Sunday election, firebrand radical
Jean-Luc Mélenchon is among four
top candidates polling within a
margin of just 4 percentage points.

The outcome is too close to call. But
it's possible that at least one
extremist will reach the May 7
runoff. That both finalists will be
populists — one from the radical left
and one from the radical right —
cannot be ruled out.

Avuncular, loquacious, with a touch
of the litterateur about him,
Mélenchon, 65, is in fact a soak-the-
rich revolutionary who champions
Russian President Vladimir Putin
and whose political hero is Hugo
Chavez, the late Venezuelan leader
who ruined his oil-rich South
American country — inflation is
running at more than 1000% in
Venezuela today).

That in a field of 11 candidates,
Mélenchon — who wants a top
marginal tax rate of 100% — has a
following at all, together with far-
right National Front candidate
Marine Le Pen, shows the farcically
low level — the surrealism — of
current French political debate.

This is the first time in half a century
that one of the two major French
parties is not certain to make the
second round of a presidential
election. It's also unprecedented
that a first-term president has
decided not to run for reelection — a
clear admission of failure by
President Francgois Hollande.

Of the top four candidates, centrist
independent Emmanuel Macron is
at 22%, according to an Ipsos poll
(down 3 percentage points in the
last three weeks); Le Pen is also at
22% (and trending slightly
downward), while Mélenchon, barely
into double figures a month ago, is
now at 20%, having just overtaken

the scandal-riven establishment
conservative, Francgois Fillon, at
19%.

Another opinion poll, by Elabe, may
explain the sorry spectacle. After a
television debate, viewers were
asked which candidate best
reflected their  preoccupations:
Mélenchon came in at the top, with
26% of the respondents connecting
with him; Le Pen, 14%, and Philippe
Poutou, a Trotskyist outlier, third at
12%.

That 52% of the French said they
felt closest to one or another of
these anti-establishment candidates
shows the extent of what one
analyst called the French

S K,

electorate’s “monumental anger.”
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For more than 30 years neither the
French left nor the right has
managed to reverse the nation’s
economic decline, marked by de-
industrialization, a rigid labor
market, unemployment stuck at
around 10% and exploding public
spending. The last time the national
budget was balanced it was 1974.

Britain and the U.S., countries with
close to full employment, chose
Brexit and Donald Trump; high-
growth Netherlands blocked the
ambitions of far-right populist Geert
Wilders. Now France’s weak
economy, squeezed wages and high
debt and deficits may solidify its
voters’ embrace of populists who
variously reject the European Union,
banks, big business, the European
Central Bank, a market economy,
profits, liberalized trade and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel.

Further complicating the mix is the
possibility that Fillon may yet rise —
precisely because he is at least well-
placed to block the populists. France
has generally been moving to the
right and Fillon, a former prime
minister, is viewed as strong on law
and order, which resonates given
that France remains in a Parliament-
declared state of emergency, after
230 deaths and more than 800
injured since 2015 in terrorist
attacks.

The big trouble with Fillon, however,
is that he presented himself as the
presidential-probity candidate and
then trashed his own moral
example. After media allegations
that he paid family members a
million euros for work as no-show
assistants, he pledged to stand
aside if charged over the affair —
until he was, in fact, charged over
the affair. That his candidacy is at all
viable seems incredible, but the
threat of the populists is doubtless
one reason. Another is probably
that, as corruption watchdog
Transparency International has
pointed out, 1 in 6 French
parliamentarians  employ  family
members.

Fillon is another admirer of Putin, so
if he rather than Macron should
make it to the final vote against one
of the populists, one wonders who
Putin’s hackers will be looking to
help. If two populists win, though,
there will be a political earthquake in
France, with major ramifications for
Europe and beyond.

Journalist Richard Ogier was a
press attache at the Australian
Embassy in Paris.

Follow the Opinion section on
Twitter ~ @latimesopinion  and
Facebook



Pascal-
Emmanuel Gobry

France's

Voters in
election are being asked to choose

presidential

between  supply-side  economic
reform, as offered by candidates like
centrist Emmanuel Macron and
center-right Francois Fillon, and
demand-side reform, as promoted
by the National Front's Marine Le
Pen and Jean-Luc Melenchon.

The reality is that France needs both
at the same time -- one without the
other won't work. In other words,
what France needs is le Abenomics.

It's unusual to see comparisons of
France and Japan, yet the countries'
macroeconomic  pictures  share
some common features. The drags
on growth are broadly similar: large
public debts, an aging population,
deflationary pressures, a two-tiered
labor market, an over-regulated
service sector, a tradition of
industrial policy and a revolving door
between the upper echelons of
business and government. Growth
has been disappointing in both
countries despite world-class
infrastructure, a highly skilled
workforce world-beating firms and
cultural prestige.

Like France, Japan in recent years
was torn between those advising

supply-side reforms, and those
advocating demand-side reforms.
Prime Minister ~ Shinzo  Abe
essentially decided to slice the

Gordian knot by saying "doing both.

Since then, Abenomics has proved
largely successful. Headline gross
domestic product growth has been
slow, given that Japan's population
is shrinking, but per-capita real
growth has been relatively strong
given the slowdown of China,
according to the World Bank.
Unemployment has dropped to
levels not seen since the mid-1990s
-- 2.8 percent and this amidst efforts
to increase women's labor force
participation rate. Japan is also
showing strong credit growth. And
all this has been accompanied by an
ambitious program of structural
reform, including new rules on
corporate governance. Abenomics
has its critics, but Japan, it must be
said, is doing better than many
expected given its challenges.

The case that France too suffers
from both demand-side and supply-
side constraints is strong. On the
demand side, there is a consensus
among macroeconomists not
employed by the European Central
Bank or the German Ministry of
Finance that the euro zone's
monetary policies have depressed

] Gobry : What France Needs Is Le Abenomics

aggregate demand, worsening the
impact of the currency crisis and of
austerity policies, as the Mercatus

Center's David Beckworth has
convincingly argued. While
government spending increased

under Socialist President Francgois
Hollande, so did taxes, particularly
on capital gains and upper-middle-
class households. According to the
OFCE, an economic policy research
institute of Sciences Po University,
tax increases under Francois
Hollande shaved 0.8 points off
growth every year between 2012
and 2017. One of the key indicators
of a demand problem is that the
proceeds of corporate tax cuts
under Hollande went to increased
profit margins and dividends rather
than investment or hiring.

On the supply side, France is
infamous for its red tape, ranking a
measly 29 in the World Bank's ease
of doing business index, below
countries such as Malaysia and
Portugal, and a striking 72 in the
Heritage Foundation's index of
economic freedom, below Romania
and Peru.

So France needs both a jolt in
aggregate demand and structural
reform. But it needs both at the
same time, as the author Nicolas
Goetzmann argued in his 2013 book

"Pulling Europe out of the Slump."
Under conditions of deflation and
mass unemployment, it's hard to see
how regulatory reform alone would
help much. For example, one of the
major barriers to hiring is labor
regulation; but it is also very high
payroll taxes. Removing the
regulations without the other barriers
to hiring will certainly lead to layoffs;
it is not certain if it will lead to the
hiring that makes up for it
Meanwhile, without structural
reform, injecting money into the
economy could provide a
momentary spurt, but would not lead
to a self-sustaining cycle of growth.

The new French president should
take advantage of historically low
interest rates to invest in
infrastructure and cut taxes across
the board, particularly on labor. It
should encourage small business
lending as a way to increase the
flow of money in the economy. The
government should also embark on
an ambitious agenda of labor market
reform and opening up industries,
such as retail, pharmacies and the
legal profession, that currently have
high regulatory barriers to entry.
One kind of reform without the other
will fail. The problem is that none of

eeeye| Bershidsky : Meet France's Optical Illlusion of a Revolutionary

Leonid
Bershidsky

On Tuesday, French presidential
candidate Jean-Luc  Melenchon
made a speech in seven cities at the
same time -- in six of them, the
media report, via hologram. The
technology Melenchon actually uses
is the perfect metaphor for his
candidacy, whose success is the
latest sensation of this wild
campaign.

Star Wars-style 3-D holograms
exist; in 2015, Korean
researchers demonstrated an
impressive early implementation,
though  the image flickered
constantly and was tiny. Last year,
Microsoft showed off a far better
version, which required multiple
cameras and massive processing
power. Melenchon, however, uses
nothing of the kind. The technology,
provided by a 15-person startup
called Adrenaline Studio, under
license from London-based firm
Musion, only requires one camera
and no sophisticated computer
equipment.

It's basically atechnigque introduced
into theaters in 1860 by Professor
John Henry Pepper and engineer

Henry Dircksand known as
Pepper's Ghost. A high-quality two-
dimensional image is projected onto
the floor and then reflected by a
transparent surface placed at a 45-
degree angle, creating the illusion of
a three-dimensional stage presence.
Pepper and Dircks did it with glass,
which was cumbersome, tended to
break and created imperfect
"ghosts." And they only could project
the image of an actor who was
present at the theater.

Musion uses modern materials and
streaming video; that's basically the
degree of technological innovation.
The effect is visually stunning, and
celebrities ranging from Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to the
U.K.'s Prince Charles and the singer
Mariah Carey have used it -- but,
despite Musion's, and Adrenaline
Studio's, frequent use of the term
"holographic,” the images are not
true holograms.

Nor is Melenchon himself for real,
despite his increased chances of
getting into the May runoff round of
the election with any of three other
candidates -- centrist Emmanuel
Macron, Republican party candidate
Francois Fillon and the populist
outsider Marine Le Pen.
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A 65-year-old political veteran who
wants to establish the retirement
age at 60, he joined the Socialist
Party in 1976, backed centrist
President  Francois  Mitterrand,
served in the senate and as a
government minister, and only left in
2008 to seek his fortune in an
alliance with the Communist Party.
It's fashionable these days for
establishment figures to don
outsider disguises. But Melenchon is
a pro: At rallies, his quips are
impeccably timed, he dresses in the
light-colored clothes the Pepper's
Ghost technology requires, and he
moves strictly within the limited
space that allows his "holographic”
image to be transmitted to other
cities.

Melenchon's program, too, is a
product of clever design -- both as
practiced by web designers and of
the political variety. Unlike his less-
successful rival, Socialist Party
candidate Benoit Hamon,
Melenchon doesn't try out any of the
potentially big new leftist ideas such
as a basic income or a robot tax.
Like the leftist parties of Germany,
he's made the protection of tenants
against landlords a mainstay of his
program. The rest of it is filled with
old-time socialist cliches such as a

France's presidential candidates
propose doing both.
prohibitive tax rate for incomes

above 400,000 euros ($429,000) a
year, billed as a "salary ceiling,"
attacks against "speculative” banks
and inherited wealth, promises of
job guarantees, a 32-hour workweek
and a 100 billion euro spending
spree to achieve full employment.
He's not overtly anti-European
Union, but he wants an EU without
German-dictated financial strictures
such as requirements to pay back
debts or keep down deficits. He's
also a pacifist who's against military
unions, in particular NATO and its
support of "U.S. military
adventures."

This tired mix, which Melenchon
presents with the elan of a chef who
has produced a  somewhat
personalized version of French
onion soup, will never be tasted by
the  French public. President
Francois Hollande's attempt to tax
the rich doomed his presidency from
the start, and if Melenchon gets
elected and tries an even tougher
version, he'll do no better. In any
case, his proposals require broad
parliamentary support, but nothing
predicts a sweep for the extreme left
in the June parliamentary election.
The French voting public is split, but,
if anything, polls show that the right
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and centrist forces are going to do
better.

Melenchon's program establishes
him as an enemy of the "presidential
monarchy" in which the president
can disband parliament but it cannot
fire him. (There would be no way for
Melenchon to get the Communist
Party's support if he hadn't
proclaimed that: The Communists
oppose the direct election of the
president). The implementation of
the same program, however, would
reguire a presidency with the formal

Marine Le Pen
may well be the
next president of France. Or maybe
she won’t. But after the twin shocks
of the Brexit referendum in the
United Kingdom and the election of
Donald Trump in the United States,
it would be foolish not to at least
prepare for the possibility of a Le
Pen presidency. For those outside
of France, preparation includes
understanding what a President Le
Pen foreign policy would look like.
The short answer: While cloaking
itself in familiar rhetoric, it would
mark a sharp, and frightening, shift
in France’s role in the world.

Foreign Policy

Le Pen, in contrast with candidate
Trump, is far from a blank slate on
foreign policy. Her vision for
France’s role on the world stage is
consistent and long-standing, and
was again recently presented in a
campaign speech that was even
translated into English. Le Pen has
engaged in the same rebranding
effort for the National Front’s foreign
policy that has so successfully
distanced her party's domestic
policies from those of her
predecessor and father, Jean-Marie
Le Pen. In international affairs, Le
Pen pere was obsessed with the old
demons of French history —
disputes about the Vichy regime, the
fault lines over anti-Semitism, the
Cold War fight against communism,
and the bitter feuds over Algeria and
France’s imperial past.

Le Pen fille studiously ignores that
history of division and instead seeks
to reassure voters by recasting her
foreign policy in terms that French
voters have long embraced. She
even claims to be the ideological
heir of Gen. Charles De Gaulle, the
founder of the French Fifth Republic.
She has sold her foreign policy as
one born out of deeply ingrained
French  political traditons —
grandeur, independence, and the
identity and history of the French
nation.

But filtered through the ideology of
the far-right National Front, her three
pillars for a French foreign policy —
independence, identity, and order —
yield something new and very

and informal powers of a Vladimir
Putin or a Hugo Chavez. In fact, any
French president elected this year is
likely to be hemmed in by the lack of
a parliamentary majority. Traditional
parties' popularity has eroded, but
the French parliament is elected
over two rounds in constituencies
rather than under a proportional
system, and only the older parties
have the machinery required to get
their representatives elected
throughout France.

different for France and its partners.
Le Pen explicitly rejects the notion of
a Western camp to which France
should belong, or of a universal
model that the West should impose
on the rest of the world. She insists
that she is the only “realist” in the
presidential race — that is, she
alone seeks to promote French
interests as opposed to the
“delusional” politically correct visions
of previous governments on issues
such as Turkey’s bid to join the
European Union, free trade, or
humanitarian intervention in the
Middle East. In terms similar to
Trump, she advocates a foreign
policy for the common man against
the betrayals of an elite class that
cares little for the “real” France.

In other words,

Le Pen has taken traditional French
ideas about the country’s place and
role in the world and flipped them on
their heads.

Le Pen has taken traditional French
ideas about the country’s place and
role in the world and flipped them on
their heads. She presents her ideas
in rhetoric that sounds very French
in its seeming adherence to
classical legalism, but the details
reveal a clear departure from the
pro-U.N., pro-Europe, Germany-
friendly position France has stuck to
for decades. By selling her foreign
policy in terms familiar to voters, she
obscures just how radical a change
it would be.

Le Pen’s worldview is built around
three principal pillars — all of them
ideas that French voters have been
comfortable with for a long time.

The first is France’s independence:
the idea that France not only can
and should run its own foreign
policy, but also that this is essential
in order for France to follow the
domestic policies of its choice. In Le
Pen’s view, France stands among
the great nations of the world. She
remains capable of protecting her
interests, alone if necessary.
France’s capacity for independence
rests not only on its storied history,
but also on its strength on the
international stage — strength built,
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Melenchon quotes Victor Hugo's
adage -- "We are your sons,
Revolution" -- but he's a Pepper's
Ghost of a revolutionary: His
decades of political experience
surely tell him he can't deliver on his
radical platform. Yet there he is, in
septuplicate, spouting fiery rhetoric.
Melenchon taps into the leftist
variety of the anger with the status
quo that also propels Marine Le Pen
on the right, but that anger needs a
more genuine channel to become
productive.

FP Marine Le Pen’s Bait-and-Switch Foreign Policy

first and foremost, on its military, to
which Le Pen wants to dedicate 3

percent of its gross domestic
product, including funds for
modernizing France’s nuclear
deterrent.

But the “independence” that Le Pen
advocates is much narrower than
the traditional postwar French
understanding, and goes even
further than the independent footing
France has sought to adhere to
since the end of the Cold War. Le
Pen, for instance, rejects the notion
that France needs the EU, NATO,
Germany, or the United States to
defend itself and its interests.
Indeed, she believes the NATO
alliance ‘“increasingly  diminishes
France’s strategic autonomy” and
thus weakens France.

Le Pen doesn’t just exclude tight
alignment with allies, as every
French leader since De Gaulle has
— she also rules out any permanent
foreign entanglement. Since the
1970s, France’s vision of its
independence has been artfully
reconciled with NATO, the EU, and
the United Nations by asserting that
membership in these organizations
enhances French leverage without
hampering its freedom of action. But
Le Pen rejects the first two
institutions, and speaks only rarely
and often disparagingly of the U.N.
She will accept international
cooperation only on the basis of
strict sovereign equality and when
such cooperation directly serves
French interests. France thus need
not accept legal obligations that limit
French independence, nor does it
need to participate in other powers’
wars to satisfy alliance commitments
or for any other reason.

The second pillar of Le Pen'’s foreign
policy is France’s identity: the idea
that the country’s greatest strength
is its distinctive history and culture
as a nation. French presidential
candidates typically extol French
grandeur and evoke France’s
glorious past to inspire their voters.
So when Le Pen talks about “what
France must bring to the world,
because it is France, and because
we are French,” she speaks a
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familiar  language. Le Pen’s

uniqueness, however, lies in her
belief that French identity is under
severe threat and will be salvaged
by retrenchment. For her, the single-
greatest threat to France is the loss
of its identity. The  global
environment today is filled with
dangers that could transform or
even obliterate French identity, from
migration, to free trade, to the
European Union, to terrorism, to
“de-nationalized elites.”

Thus, Le Pen's brand of
universalism — a long French
tradition — is “that of differences,”
as she put it in her key foreign-policy
speech earlier this year. Le Pen
claims that she “defends a
multicultural  conception of the
world,” but within that world nations
have to be “uni-cultural.” In the
foreign-policy arena, Le Pen’s
determination to defend and protect
France’s uniqueness implies a deep
aversion to passing moral judgment
on other countries. Le Pen wants to,
so to speak, “enhance” the concept
of human rights with “the rights of
peoples” — by which she means
nations. Le Pen holds that one of
the most fundamental rights for a
country is the right to decide how to
deal with critical issues like religion,
political systems, and border control.
There can, in this view, be no
universal approach to human rights.
Human rights have to be defined —
and will be limited — within national
contexts, and those definitions
cannot be questioned from the
outside.

The third pillar is order. The history
of France is one of civil wars and
foreign invasions; thus, an essential
and explicit role of French
governments is to provide domestic
order and protect against foreign
threats. Since World War Il, French
efforts to inject order in the
international realm have included
establishing and joining international
institutions, which French
governments have traditionally seen
as promoting an international order
that serves as a first layer of
defense against sources of internal
chaos.



In Le Pen’s view, however, those
international institutions now
threaten France by removing from
the French people the right to
decide how to organize their
domestic life. She thus rejects the
current international architecture.
She insists that order depends not
only on a strong national defense,
but also on protecting the nation
from foreign influences. Instead of
the current international order, she
sees France as an integral part of a
new “multipolar world order” based
on “dialogue” and “respect” among
nations.

Accordingly, Le Pen’s platform
largely consists of a list of
international regimes and institutions
from which she wants to withdraw:
NATO’s integrated command, the
Schengen Area, the eurozone, the
EU, and \various free trade
agreements. She has a principled
objection to multilateral groups such
as the World Trade Organization
and the G-20, because in her view
only the people of a nation “are able
to decide what is right for them.”

These withdrawals do not amount to
isolationism. Le Pen fully accepts
that order will at times require
military operations overseas as
French interests can be threatened
from abroad. She claims, in fact,
that Africa will be her No. 1
international priority. But her desire
for a multipolar world order means
that she would rather cooperate
abroad with allies like Russia, which
respects the need to protect identity,
than those such as Germany and
the United States (until Trump),
which demand openness. Those
demands threaten both
independence and identity. So
unlike those in Britain who
advocated leaving the European
Union, Le Pen does not see a post-
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Songbirds flitted among the redbud
trees. The wind tickled yellow
flowers in fields of rapeseed. The
medieval church clock clanged on
the hour.

Otherwise all was still in this one-
boulangerie town in the French
countryside when Marine Le Pen
strode to the lectern and, with the
unwavering force of a freight train,
vowed to save the country on behalf
of its forgotten young.

EU France pursuing its interests
through bilateral free trade or
multilateral cooperation.

The use of the traditional French
narratives of independence, identity,
and order are meant, in part, to
counter the National Front’s long-
standing credibility problem. Many in
the French electorate have long
believed that the party is unprepared
for government or even dangerous.
This updated framing allows Le Pen
to speak about “what France has to
bring to the world,” about “the role
that was hers, and the role | will give
back to her.”

Even though presidential elections
are not won on foreign policy, her
new narrative is built on concepts
that resonate deeply with large
segments of the French population.

Even though presidential elections
are not won on foreign policy, her
new narrative is built on concepts
that resonate deeply with large
segments of the French population.
In using them, Le Pen attempts to
cast herself as a credible
stateswoman.

But the reality of her positions, when
laid out clearly, is startling. A
President Le Pen would seek to
disengage France from most of its
international commitments. Beyond
NATO’s integrated command and
the EU, other international regimes
such as the European Convention
on Human Rights and the
International Criminal Court would
probably be added to the Ilist.
Although she has been less clear on
climate change, she has criticized
the Paris deal not just for being
“wobbly and impractical,” but also
because, regardless of the effects
on others, each nation has the right
and can afford to decide for itself
how to deal with the climate.

“Our youth are in despair,” the 48-
year-old thundered. “I will be the
voice of the voiceless.”

Two-thirds of the way back in an
overflow crowd, Adrien Vergnaud
knew instantly that the leader of
France’s far-right National Front was
speaking for him. The joblessness,
the migrants, the terrorism. She was
the only one who cared.

Without her, said the tautly muscled
25-year-old construction worker, his
troubled country has “no future.”

But with the backing of young voters
like Vergnaud, Le Pen may become
the next president of France.

As the country hurtles toward the
election this spring that could alter
the course of European history —
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President Le Pen, with a sufficient
parliamentary majority, would also
be able to seek a more flexible
alliance posture, preferring to
cooperate  with  countries and
institutions that value sovereignty
over interdependence. Her positive
reaction to Trump’s election was
based on hopes that “America would
break with the absurd idea of
subjugation of its allies.” Her support
for Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad, in the name of the fight
against terrorist groups, is
consistent with this approach. The
priority she gives to Africa —
focused on Francophone countries
and built around the principles of
sovereignty and noninterference —

is mostly meant to produce
migration agreements that offer
countries of transit and origin
financial incentives to reduce

migration, as detailed in her recent
speech in Chad.

All three pillars of her worldview
come together in her desire for
closer relations with Moscow. If
achieved, better relations with
Russia would signal French foreign-
policy independence, bring it closer
with a country that also believes in
the pre-eminence of identity and
conservative values, and point to a
desire to prioritize the fight against

both  terrorism and U.S.-led
globalization.
Le Pen’s foreign-policy ideas

resonate with at least part of the
electorate  because they rest
securely on France’s national myths:
the idea that France’s place in the
world stems from its proud history,
the notion that France can make its
way in the world alone, and the idea
that France sits at the top table and

participates in  shaping the
international order. These myths
have been important tools for

the first round is Sunday — Le Pen’s
once-longshot and now undeniably
viable bid to lead France rests
heavily on an unlikely source of
support.

Populist triumphs in Britain and the
United States came last year
despite young voters, not because
of them. Millennials — generally at
ease with immigration, trade and
multiculturalism — lined up against
both Brexit and Donald Trump. It
was older voters who sought to
overturn the existing order with
nationalist answers to the problems
of a globalized world.

(Sarah Parnass,Michael Robinson
Chavez/The Washington Post)

The Washington Post's Griff Witte
explains  how  French  youth

governing  France since the

foundation of the Fifth Republic.

But in previous administrations,
such myths have been interpreted
through a more realistic and open
lens. France has been an important
architect of today’s European and
global orders. But its contribution
has been based on the notion that
independence  doesn’t preclude
interdependence, a vision of French
identity that can survive being bound
by international commitments, and
an ability to catalyze international
cooperation through contributions to
global order, as exemplified by
France’s active role in many
multilateral forums.

A President Le Pen would almost
surely find that myths make for good
campaign posturing, but not for
good government. The foreign-
policy challenges France faces
today defy simple answers that
France can implement alone.
Terrorism requires a response that
masters the nexus between internal
and external security. Climate
change can be controlled only if key
economies believe in international
coordination enough to make the
needed national adjustments.
Russia’s behavior isn't only a
response to Western slights, and its
strategy in Syria does not help to
address the terrorist and refugee
threats to Europe.

Marine Le Pen will not find answers
to these problems in the romantic
poetry of French national myths.
She will need to forge effective
international cooperation,
particularly with France’s traditional
partners. But that doesn't mean
such myths couldn’t help her get
elected.

Marine Le Pen’s hopes of winning the French election may rest with the
youth (UNE)

contributed to National Front party
candidate Marine Le Pen's rise in
popularity. The Washington Post's
Griff Witte explains how French
youth contributed to National Front
party candidate Marine Le Pen's rise
in popularity. (Sarah Parnass,
Michael Robinson  Chavez/The
Washington Post)

[France’s National Front co-founder
Jean-Marie Le Pen says the battle is
already won]

But France is a land of youthful
revolts, from the 18th-century
barricades to the fevered university
campuses of May 1968. And with
youth unemployment stuck at
25 percent, Le Pen’s reactionary call
to return the country to an era of lost
glory by closing borders, exiting the



European Union and restoring the
national currency has fired the
passions of young voters craving
radical change.

“We've been told our whole lives
that everything is set. Free trade.

Forgetting our borders. One
currency for all of Europe. Nothing
can change,” said Gaétan

Dussausaye, the mild-mannered 23-
year-old leader of the National
Front's youth wing. “But young
people don't like this system. This
system is a failure.”

The National Front’s strength among
millennials suggests the populist
wave that's unsettled the West may
be more durable than many may
assume.

Far from the last gasp of closed-
society older voters who are
demographically destined to be
outnumbered by a rising tide of
cosmopolitan youth, the populist
insurgency could continue to build
over years and decades if enough
disenchanted young voters can be
lured by the promise of something
new.

And across Europe, that's exactly
what far-right movements are
attempting. In Germany — a country
where the two main parties are led
by political veterans in their 60s —
the anti-Muslim  Alternative  for
Germany party is run by a fresh-
faced 41-year-
old. Scandinavian parliaments,
meanwhile, are stocked  with
politicians in their 20s hailing from
parties that just a decade ago were
consigned to the extremist fringe.

The National Front was, until
relatively  recently, a fringe
movement itself, seen by critics as a
neo-fascist front filled with racists,
anti-Semites and xenophobes and
led by the convicted Holocaust
denier Jean-Marie Le Pen.

To many older or middle-aged
voters, the party’s essential DNA
remains unaltered, even as it has
furiously tried to refashion its
image.

“The National Front is trying to make
us think they've changed,” said
Marie-Thérese Fortenbach, a 50-
year-old who said her half-
Congolese heritage has made her a
victim of the sort of discriminatory
practices the party long preached. I
don’t believe it.”

But the young — who have only
known the party since Jean-
Marie Le Pen’s generally more
calculating and cautious daughter
Marine took over in 2011 — have
been easier to convince that the
National Front's reputation for
extremism is overblown.

The party now boasts the youngest
member in both the National

Assembly and the Senate. Its
student activists can be seen on
posh Paris street corners, handing
out fliers, and Le Pen has
surrounded herself with a coterie of
20- and 30-something advisers. This
month she delivered a speech in
Bordeaux focused exclusively on
youth issues, complete with a plea
to her cheering young supporters to
“go against the currents of history.”

There are signs they are doing just
that.

[Can French presidential candidate
Emmanuel Macron deliver on his
promise to remake the country?]

If Le Pen wins, European leaders
fear the disintegration of the E.U.
after decades spent trying to bind
the continent more closely together.
And although she’s down in
hypothetical second-round contests,
Le Pen enjoys a commanding lead
among France’s youngest voters in
the 11-candidate first round, polls
show. One survey has her winning
nearly 40 percent of the vote among
those 18 to 24, nearly double the
total of her nearest
competitor, Emmanuel Macron.

That's all the more surprising
because Macron, at 39, is vying to
become the youngest president in
French history.

But it's consistent with recent
results: The last two times voters
across France went to the polls — in
European elections in 2014, and in
regional voting a year later — the
National Front triumphed among the
young.

“It's a paradox,” said Rémy
Oudghiri, a  sociologist  with
Sociovision, a firm that conducts
major surveys of French attitudes.
“The young overall are open to
cultural diversity, open to
immigration. But among the youth,
there’s a portion that is radicalized,
that believes the more we open to
the outside world, the more we
decline.”

The difference between the two
groups, Oudghiri said, is that one
hasn’t bothered lately to cast
ballots.

“Since only the radicalized youth
goes to vote, the FN wins,” he said.

That dynamic could be especially
pronounced this year. Polls show
that support for Macron is shallow,
with even those who say they back
him unsure whether they will
actually turn out for a candidate with
no formal party affiliation and a
platform that seeks to please both
the left and right.

As a former economy minister and
investment banker, the pro-E.U.
Macron also struggles with young
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voters who don't fit the profile of the
successful urban cosmopolitan.

“In France, you have a lot of young
people who don’t live in the big
cities, who didn’'t go to college, who
left the education system,” said
Jérémie Patrier-
Leitus, the 28-year-old leader of one
of Macron’s several youth factions.
“You have young people who are
unemployed, and it's easy to tell
them that's because an immigrant
took their job.”

Macron has taken the opposite tack,
trying to convince France’s
disgruntled youth that immigration is
good for the country and that the
E.U. is worth saving. It's a pitch,
Patrier-Leitus acknowledged, that
doesn’t always bring crowds to their
feet — or voters to the polls.

“Europe has strong opponents but
very weak supporters,” said Patrier-
Leitus, who regularly travels
between Paris and his job at a
French cultural center in New York.
“We didn't realize how fragile
Europe really was.”

If Europe’s young defenders have
been tough to rouse, its opponents
are filled with passion.

Dussausaye, the head of the
National Front's youth wing, said
that when he first saw Le Pen speak
at a 2011 rally, it “was like Cupid’s
arrow” for the then-17-year-old.

Le Pen’s once-longshot and now
undeniably viable bid to lead France
rests heavily on an unlikely source
of support: young voters. (Michael
Robinson Chavez/The Washington
Post)

Le Pen enjoys a commanding lead
among France’s youngest voters in
the 11-candidate first round, polls
show. (Michael Robinson
Chavez/The Washington Post)

The two later bonded, he said, over
their desire to seal the country’s
borders from mass immigration —
and their shared affection for cats.

“She has natural authority, but she’s
also very human,” Dussausaye said,
gushing from his desk at the party’s
suburban Paris headquarters.

His office is decorated with personal
photos of Le Pen cuddling her cats
— as well as campaign posters,
including one of a cafe table
overturned in a pool of blood and

the phrase “More immigration
means more Islamism.”
[Marine Le Pen could win the

French election — but first she must
win a family feud]

After Marine Le Pen — a husky-
voiced, twice-divorced Generation
Xer — the party’s most prominent
face is that of a millennial — the

leader's niece, 27-year-old Marion
Maréchal-Le Pen.

To critics, she is the unbridled id to
her aunt's disciplined ego. To
supporters, she is a modern-day
Joan of Arc, defending a country yet
again in the midst of a foreign
invasion.

Having become in 2012 the
youngest person ever elected to the
French parliament, her

unapologetically hard-line stances
have earned her a certain celebrity
status in right-wing circles the world
over: Sarah Palin confessed a
“political crush” on Maréchal-Le
Pen, while Trump adviser Stephen
K. Bannon anointed her a ‘“rising
star.”

In an interview at her Paris office,
Maréchal-Le Pen dismissed the
notion that younger French voters —
suffering from an unemployment
rate more than twice the national
average — are gravitating to the
party her grandfather founded
primarily because of its economic
protectionism. Their motives, she
insisted, were more cultural than
pocketbook.

“The main concern for the youth is
the question of immigration,” she
said. “They have the feeling that
they are being deprived of their own
identity. The multicultural model
defended by our elite is a model that
doesn’t work.”

The National Front's solution — a
dramatic cut in immigration and an
end to French participation in
Europe’s border-free travel area —
has found some unlikely adherents.

Davy Rodriguez, 23, is deputy
leader of the party’s youth wing and
a student at Paris’s Sciences Po,
one of the most prestigious
universities in France.

He’s also the son of immigrants. His
mother is Portuguese, his father is
Spanish.

Rodriguez — whose Twitter page
features a tableau of soldiers
charging into battle behind a tattered
French tri-color — now spends his
days and nights campaigning to
dramatically tighten, if not close, the
borders his parents crossed
decades ago to begin their lives in
France.

To Rodriguez, there’s no
contradiction between his life story
and his politics: When his parents
came to France, the country needed
more workers. Today, he said, it
doesn’t, but it's being inundated
nonetheless.

“We can't accept what [German
Chancellor Angela] Merkel is doing
to our country — to our national
identity — by putting migrants all
over the countryside,” he said while



sitting at an outdoor cafe in St.
Germain, the famously bookish
quarter of Paris’s Left Bank. “The
E.U. is destroying Europe with mass
immigration.”

In fact, France has received far
fewer migrants per capita in recent
years than many European nations.
The foreign-born share of France’s
overall population has risen
relatively slowly, amounting to about
12 percent of the country last year
— compared with 10 percent in
2000.

Economists also cast doubt on the
idea that immigrants undercut the
ability of the French to find work,
noting that new arrivals often do the
jobs that native-born workers refuse.

But the perception of an influx that is
harming  French  workers
especially the young as they try to
get their footing in an economy still
badly bruised from the Great

Recession — has persisted and is a
key component of the National
Front’s rhetoric.

At her rally in the French
countryside town of La Bazoche-
Gouet, Le Pen denounced the E.U.
for mandating that every country do
its part to resettle refugees.

“Where will we put them all?” she
asked, prompting a furious round of
boos from the 600-strong crowd that
had gathered in the town’s wooden-
beam, open-air central hall.

Vergnaud, the 25-year-old
construction  worker, joined in
lustily.

“France’s problem is that it's too
generous,” he said after Le Pen had
sent her faithful off with an emphatic
rendition of “La Marseillaise,” the
French national anthem. “We give to
the people who are coming into the
country, but not to the French.”

His arms swathed in elaborate
tattoos, Vergnaud said he’s not
normally the type to attend political
rallies. But he and four friends, all in
their 20s, had driven a half-hour
from their own small town because
they see Le Pen as the last hope for
a country at risk of collapse.

The problems are everywhere
Vergnaud looks: The companies
that are leaving. The farms that are
failing. The people who are dying in
mass-casualty terrorist attacks. The
mosque that’s gone up in his town,
right next to the church.

“I live near the Muslims. They don’t
work. They just take what they're
given by the government,” he said.

But they’re also taking French jobs,
he argued minutes later. “l work
mostly with foreigners — people
from Turkey,” he said.

Among the five friends, there was no
doubt that Le Pen is their savior —
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Think what you will about America’s
contentious identity politics;
compared with France, the United
States remains Mayberry, TV’s
symbol of small-town innocence. We
may have Black Lives Matter,
massive resistance to a president
seeking to enforce the country’s
existing immigration laws, and urban
riots. But in France the riots are
bigger and last far longer. It has
hundreds of thousands of people
possessing French citizenship but
evincing no discernible national
loyalty. And there are few
geographic barriers between itself
and the sources of inundating
immigration. No one can forecast
with  confidence the American
future—whether it be a more or less
successful assimilation of large
streams of new immigrants or a
transformed country where ethnic
division is a norm underpinning
every political transaction. But
whatever the fate of Western
civilization—whether it be a
renaissance, or, as Pat Buchanan
has predicted, its death—that fate
will be revealed in Paris before New
York or Chicago.

And thats why France is the
epicenter of today’s fearsome battle
between Western elites bent on
protecting and expanding the well-
entrenched policy of mass
immigration and those who see this
spreading influx as an ultimate
threat to the West's cultural
heritage, not to mention its internal
tranquility. In France it is a two-front
war. One is the political front, where
Marine Le Pen’s National Front has
moved from the fringes of politics
into the mainstream. The other is
the intellectual front, where a new

breed of writers, thinkers, and
historians has emerged to question
the national direction and to decry
those who have set the country
upon its current course.

Americans have always had a
special affinity for France. It was
critical to the American founding by
way of Lafayette’s mission. In the
20th century many artistic and
upper-class Americans embraced
Paris as the site of and model for
their own cultural strivings. France’s
1940 fall to Nazi Germany dealt the
first real blow to American
isolationism. After the 1945 victory
in Europe, U.S. links to Paris,
London, and Europe generally
rendered postwar Atlanticism more
than just a strategy: it was a
civilizational commitment  that
helped define who we were as
Americans.

Paris remains beautiful, though
crime has been rising for a
generation and the city has the
trappings of wartime, with heavily
armed soldiers visibly guarding
sensitive targets—museums,
schools, newspapers—against
Islamist terror. The approaching
elections, where the National Front
will surely exceed its past vote
totals, mark a tremulous new era.

Indeed, serious people have for
some years been contemplating
whether France is nearing the
precipice of civil war. That's
probably unlikely, at least in the near
future, but few would be shocked if
the political and communal conflicts
exploded into violence not seen in
decades. And that has spawned a
radically changed intellectual
climate. The French intelligentsia
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and its cultural establishment still
lean, in the main, toward the left, as
they have since the end of World
War Il, or indeed since the divisive
Dreyfus affair of the Third Republic.
But today, France’s most read and
most discussed popular writers—
novelists and political essayists—
are conservatives of one stripe or
another. They are not concerned,
even slightly, with the issues that
animate American “mainstream”
think-tank  conservatism—Ilowering
taxes, cutting federal programs, or
maintaining some kind of global
military hegemony. Their focus is
France’s national culture and its
survival. When they raise, as they
do, the subjects embraced by
American paleoconservatives and
the so-called alt-right, that doesn’t
mean the French debate has been
taken over by extremists. The
authors  driving  the French
conversation are in almost every
instance prominent figures whose
views would have put them in the
Gaullist middle or somewhat left of
center at any time in the 1960s or
'70s. But France has changed, and
what National Review in the 1990s
called “the national question” has
been brought to the very heart of the
country’s national debate.

At the moment, France’s most
important political intellectual on the
right is probably Eric Zemmour, a
former editorial writer for Le Figaro.
A natural polemicist, he is a
descendant of working-class
Algerian Jews who fled to France in
the 1950s. Though he demonstrates
serious intellectual breadth,
Zemmour's particular passion is
polemical battle. He was fined under
French anti-racism laws in 2011 for
publicly referring to racial

the only one who would bother
coming to their picturesque but
decaying slice of countryside, the
only one willing to fight back against
the immigrants who they say are
jeopardizing France’s future — and
their own.

Today's Headlines newsletter
The day's most important stories.

The old folks may not understand.
But to the young, it was all very
clear.

“My grandparents are afraid of Le
Pen. They say she’s extreme, and
that if she’s elected, we might have
a war,” said Manon Coudray, a 23-
year-old secretary. “| say maybe
that’s a good thing.”

Cléophée Demoustier contributed to
this report.

discrepancies in crime rates. No one
questioned the accuracy of his
statistics, but discussing them in a
way that was seen as contravening
French anti-defamation law was an
absolute no-no. Three years later,
he reached a pinnacle of influence
with the publication of his 500-page
Le Suicide frangais, a modern
national history that sold 400,000
copies within two months and
became the top-selling book in
France. Weeks later, when attacks
by French-born Islamists on the
offices of Charlie Hebdo and a
kosher supermarket outside Paris
stunned the nation (while being
greeted with shocking indifference in
the predominantly Muslim Paris
suburbs), Zemmour's book was
there to explain how France had
arrived at that dismal intersection.

The literary technique of Le Suicide
francais seems made for the internet
and social media. The book
marches, in short vignettes, from the
death of de Gaulle in 1970 through
the end of Nicolas Sarkozy’s
presidency in 2012. Zemmour takes
an illustrative event—sometimes no
more than a demonstration, a film,
or a pop song—and shows how it
reflects national decline or actually
pushed that decline onward.

One central theme is that the young
bourgeois nihilists of the May 1968
street revolution prevailed. Not in
politics or at least not immediately:
de Gaulle’s party remained in power
for more than a decade after. But
the cultural victory was decisive. De
Gaulle as a father figure was
overthrown, and so was the
traditional idea of the father. As the
traditional family weakened, birth
rates sank. In short order, France
embraced legalized abortion and no-
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fault divorce; the father, when he
didn’t disappear altogether, began to
behave like a second mother.
Traces of the shift show up in pop
music. The singer Michel Delpech
gave his blessing to his wife leaving
for another man in one popular
song:

You can even make a half-brother
for Stéphanie
That would be marvelous for her.

Or as the comic Guy Bedos put it,
“We separated by mutual
agreement, especially hers.”

Such shifts coincided, in symbiotic
ways that few understood at the
time, with the advent of mass
immigration. Zemmour writes, “At
the same moment the traditional
French family receded, as if to
compensate symbolically and
demographically, the most
traditional type of Maghrebine
family, the most archaic, the most
patriarchal, is invited to take up its
role. To come to its rescue. To fill up
the places it has left vacant. To
replace it.”

Like the immigration narrative of
every advanced Western country,
the story is complex. France had
welcomed and assimilated
immigrants  from eastern and
southern Europe for a century. In
the 1960s, Prime Minister Georges
Pompidou, encouraged by an
industrial elite seeking cheaper
manual labor, recruited to France
each year hundreds of thousands of
workers from Spain, Portugal, and
North Africa. Rural Maghrebine
workers were preferred; they were
seen as less Frenchified than
workers from Algerian towns, more
docile. After worker recruitment was
stopped during the recession of
1974, family reunification as a
humanitarian policy was instigated,
and hundreds of thousands of North
African women and children joined
their husbands in France. Zemmour
concludes that this represented a
kind of posthumous victory over de
Gaulle by the partisans of Algérie
Francaise, the blending of France
and Algeria which de Gaulle had
rejected—for reasons of sociology
and demography as much as for
peace. As he told Alain Peyrefitte in
1959, “Those who dream of
integration are birdbrains, even the
most brilliant of them. Try to mix oil
and vinegar. Shake up the bottle.
After a while, they separate again.
The Arabs are Arabs, the French
are French.” In the same interview,
de Gaulle said the Algérie Francgaise
would result in massive immigration
to France, and his town Colombey-
les-Deux-Eglises would be turned
into Colombey-les-Deux-Mosquées.

When the 1974 recession struck,
French politicians discovered it was
far easier to start an immigration
flow than to end one. Social-service

providers were overwhelmed by the
needs of the new families. When
Prime Minister Raymond Barre
sought to suspend family
reunification, he was blocked by a
French high court. When Barre
finally arranged for cash payments
for immigrants who voluntarily
repatriated, Spanish and
Portuguese workers pocketed the
checks and left, while the North
Africans remained. Despite the
tangible difficulties of assimilating
Maghrebine immigrants, France
bien pensant and celebrity culture
had by then swung behind the
newcomers. French singer Pierre
Perret produced a 1977 ballad,
“Lily,” about an immigrant girl from
Somalia facing the trials of racism in
Paris. In Dupont Lajoie, one of
Isabelle Huppert's early fiims, a
character seeming to stand in for
lower-middle-class white France
(the film’s English title was “The
Common Man”) rapes and
accidentally murders a young
woman and then tries to frame some
saintly Algerian workers for the
crime. For Zemmour, the film's
message to the public was, “We are
all Dupont Lajoie.”

By the 1980s, the temporary
workers, their families, and their
children were granted permanent
residence, but the notion that most
of them would somehow blend into
the larger French community was
discreetly abandoned. Zemmour
traces the left's adoption of an
accusatory anti-racism to a need to
compensate for its inability to pursue
any kind of socialist or pro-working-
class economic program in a period
of neoliberal capitalist ascendance.

On one cultural front, the crimes of
Vichy collaboration after France’s
1940 defeat became a kind of
national obsession. Zemmour
singles out the work of American
historian ~ Robert  Paxton  for
transmitting a far more damning
narrative of Vichy's conduct than
most French had accepted before. (I
note, as a former student and an
admirer of Paxton, that Zemmour
distinguishes Paxton’s work from
that of his less nuanced French
epigones.) The record of Vichy's
conduct is shameful, though
perhaps also arguably defensible in
one ambiguous respect. Most
French Jews survived the war, in
sharp contrast to the fate of Jews in
other Nazi-occupied countries. But
Vichy also collaborated with German
campaigns to deport non-French
Jewish refugees and carried out its
own anti-Semitic policies without
German prompting.

De Gaulle promoted a national
narrative based on the idea that
Vichy did not represent “real
France,” and most of his people
embraced this narrative in the early
postwar decades. But by the 1980s
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it became fashionable for educated
young Frenchmen to believe that
racism and anti-Semitism were
stewed into France’s very essence.
Remembrance of the Shoah,
through trials, films, books, and
journals, permeated the political
culture. Zemmour argues that young
Jews were especially affected, to
the point of rejecting the
assimilationist model that their
parents previously had embraced.
This  produced wider political
consequences, particularly on the
left, where celebration of whoever or
whatever was not French became a
default position. When the Francois
Mitterrand government in the late
1980s rounded up some illegal
immigrants from Mali and put them
on a flight back home, the left
likened the policy to the trains
exporting Jews to the gas chambers
of Auschwitz. Among activists and
celebrities organizing themselves in
support of illegal immigrants, the
undocumented were transmuted into
France’s ultimate  symbol of
victimhood, an ‘“ideal Jew,” in
Zemmour's phrase. With sardonic
irony, he concludes: “For all the
French who could not, or would not,
or dared not, or wished not to save
Jews in 1942, History benevolently
provided them with a second
opportunity.”

By the 1990s, it was becoming
inescapably evident that the new
immigration was not going to be
normalized in the sense that the
children of the new groups would be
slowly absorbed into France. Official
France acknowledged this in various
ways. In 1993 it scrapped a French
law, seldom enforced, requiring the
first names of French newborns to
come from an official registry. Soon
“Pierre” and “Nicole” were replaced
increasingly by random names such
as “Ryan” or “Enzo,” then far more
frequently by “Mohammed.” Rap
music exploded onto the French pop
scene and was much celebrated in
the French media. “Nique Ta Mere”
(“Fuck Your Mother”) was a popular
group; a song called “Nique La
France” was a big hit in the early
2000s.

The first large riot in the immigrant
suburbs erupted in 2005. By that
time the French state had partially
dissolved itself into Europe, stripping
itself of many powers it might have
used to turn into Frenchmen the
sons and daughters from the
migrant flows. Fighting the last war,
Europe’s technocrats had sought to
submerge forever the nationalist
passions which had once nearly
destroyed Europe. The result was
representative bodies without power
(the old nation-states) and power
without representation (the
technocrats of Brussels). The
embrace of this movement by the
French political elite, who managed

to persuade the populace that
getting rid of France’s currency
would solve all its economic
problems, makes amusing reading.

In his conclusion, written on the eve
of the first 2015 terror attacks,
Zemmour pronounces France to be
dying, even dead. But one doubts
he fully believes that. He is still
writing, still doing TV, still arguing for
the survival of a certain Greco-
Judaeo-Christian-French nation, as
if the French Suicide remained far
from an accomplished fact.

As Zemmour's work surged to the
top of France’s best-seller list, the
novelist Michel Houellebecq was
already there. The most renowned
French novelist since Camus, this
winner of the Prix Goncourt is a
cultural reactionary with vaguely
socialist economic leanings. One of

his close friends, the left-wing
economist Bernard Maris,
considered Houellebecqg one of
France’'s shrewdest critics of

modern capitalism.

Still, the writer is no progressive. His
1998 breakout novel, The
Elementary Particles, presented a
withering picture of post-1968 family
life, where hedonistic parents
pursued  self-actualization  and
largely abandoned the raising of
their own children. This had been
Houellebecq’'s personal experience
after his mother essentially left him
and his brother with grandparents so
she could explore exotic pursuits.
Mark Lilla writes that he heard of the
book from French friends who had
had it pressed on them by their
children; he had been surprised that
this tale of adult sexual libertinism
and the emotional carnage it
wrought struck such a deep chord
with French adolescents.

Submission, published on the very
day of the Charlie Hebdo massacre,
is governed by a similar narrative
voice. Its protagonist, Francois, is a
modestly successful Parisian
academic, an expert on the 19th-
century novelist Huysmans. He is
seemingly incapable of love or
emotional commitment or finding
much pleasure in life. He finds
himself in the midst of a political
crisis, set seven years into the
future, as France totters on the edge
of civil war.

The rough plot of Submission has
been often described: a skillful
moderate Muslim politician named
Ben Abbes is elected president with
the support of the establishment left

and business-oriented right-wing
parties, which have combined
against the National Front’s

candidate. For some French, there
are unanticipated compensations to
a soft Islamic regime—the prospect
of polygamy for more successful
men, for example. Also, implied but
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never stated, French women could
get a respite from the sexualized

and professional treadmill  of
Western postmodernity—in other
words, from the duties and

expectations of modern feminism.
Frangois eventually converts to
Islam to protect his job at the
Sorbonne. Perhaps the prospect of
several young wives will be a kind of
compensation for this lonely man.

But much of the novel involves
scene setting before the victory of
Ben Abbes. As the electoral
showdown begins to take form,
Frangois encounters a young right-
wing professor (named Lempereur)
at an academic cocktail party. Out of
practice in how to talk to right-
wingers, he asks “You're what? ...
Catholic? Fascist? Both?” Then the
sound of distant gunfire shakes up
the gathering. Leaving, the two
professors walk past the Place de
Clichy—seeing some fires, burnt
cars, riot police in Kevlar. Nothing is
reported on the news. Frangois
learns that Lempereur was in his
youth involved in far right
“identitarian” groups. The younger
man explains that the far right is
trying to stir the pot, produce
provocations; the more there is open
violence, the greater the National
Front's chances. He goes on to
explain that the far right has been
galvanized by a new group called
“Indigenous Europeans,” which rails
as much against “Muslim
occupation” as against American
companies and the new capitalists
from India and China who are
“buying up our heritage.” European
nativists feel that “sooner or later
we'll see a civil war between the
Muslims and everyone else. They
conclude that war had better
come as soon as possible.” Though
the demographic rationale for
sooner rather than later needs no
elaboration, Lempereur adds that
the guestion is somewhat
complicated by the French military,
the strongest in Europe, capable of
suppressing any right-wing
insurrection. The political wing of the
Indigenous Europeans, he explains,
wants to delay a civil war until it can
gain political control of the military
through systematic mass enlistment.

This fictional conversation is not far
remote from speculations taking
place today among some
Frenchmen. Parisian friends have
told me that Lempereur is modeled
on a real person. His Islamist
counterparts want the same thing.
Gilles Kepel, France’s foremost
analyst of contemporary Islam, has
explained that the recent wave of
terror attacks launched in France,
Belgium, and Germany have a
doctrinal basis in the writings of the
“third-generation jihad” theorist Abu
Musab al-Suri. Terrorism is intended
not only to kill, but also to provoke

anti-Islamic sentiment and policies
in order to turn the Muslim
populations of Europe into a
manpower reservoir for the jihadists.
Both sides are alert to the
demographic questions; everyone
knows that the white France of
Christian (and Jewish) background
is, in relative terms, shrinking.

How quickly it is shrinking remains a
critical question. The French
government publishes few figures
on ethnic background, ostensibly
because such classifications are
considered to be, variously,
throwbacks to the invidious religious
classifications of Vichy, or simply
racist, or foreign to the spirit of a
non-racial French Republic.
Statistics about France’s
demography thus tend to be murky,
with the liberal establishment often
suspected of lowballing Muslim or
immigrant numbers. Nonetheless
everyone knows there are parts of
France that feel less and less
French, and that these are growing.

Last year Michel Gurfinkiel weighed
conflicting estimates (between three
and six million) of the number of
French Muslims in the mid-1990s
and contrasted them with present
estimates. He concluded that the
current figure is roughly six million,
or 9 percent of the population, and
that it is growing at a much faster
rate than the French population as a
whole. As early as 2010, fully 20
percent of French under 24 were
described as Muslim. A more recent
poll in the liberal French weekly
L’Obs reported that more than a
quarter of French youth described
themselves as Muslim.

Because the government does not
publish statistics about race, some
curious researchers have looked at
the number of newborn babies
screened for markers for sickle-cell
anemia, a test given if both parents
are of African, North African, or
Sicilian origin. The figure has risen
from 25 percent in 2005 to 39
percent in 2015. In the Greater Paris
region it has risen from 54 percent
to 73 percent. One understands why
Houellebecq’s right-wing professor
says he wants the inevitable civil
war to come “as soon as possible.”

Neither Houellebecq (and certainly
not his far-right characters) nor
Zemmour is quite at the intellectual
center of French life, but Alain
Finkielkraut may be. The 67-year-
old Parisian writer, recently admitted
into the prestigious Académie
Francaise, has been a fixture in
French literary and political debate
for nearly four decades. Author of
some two dozen books, a frequent
participant on the intellectual
sparring sessions of French TV, and
for many years a professor at the
Ecole Polytechnique, he has a voice
that France has listened to for many
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years on moral and political
questions. The child of Polish Jews
who escaped the Holocaust and
married in France after the war,
Finkielkraut was a '68 generation
protester and a decade later one of
the so-called nouveaux philosophes
who broke with Marxism in the era
of The Gulag Archipelago and the
Khmer Rouge genocide.

Sometimes described as a liberal in
the English press, Finkielkraut
projects many attitudes of early
neoconservatism, when the
movement was more engaged in
pushing back against the falsehoods
and hysterias of the New Left than it
was in  encouraging  military
interventions in the Mideast. When
he cites American authors, which is
not frequently, he chooses from
those loosely in that orbit: Saul
Bellow, Philip Roth, Cynthia Ozick.

But what is striking about
Finkielkraut's views today is his
recognition, which he has made a
central theme of his writing, that
France is unhappily going through a
crisis of identity, the consequence of
Muslim and other Third World
immigration, and that much of the
French establishment refuses to
accept that there is anything of
value to fight for in the traditional
French identity.

He approaches these questions in
his unerringly gentle style—literary,
discursive, almost encircling. A
discussion of the headscarf issue, a
major dispute in France,
commences with a detour through
the memoirs of an envoy sent by the
Pasha of Egypt to Paris during the
Bourbon Restoration. He was
astonished by how well women were
treated, codified in the customs of
chivalry that marked interactions
between the sexes. Finkielkraut then
winds his way to observing that the
general flows of hatred and
aggressiveness that seem to
permeate the immigrant suburbs are
perhaps not due entirely (as per the
official narrative) to the lack of jobs
or to social exclusion. Rather, he
suggests, it might owe something to
the exclusion of women from
immigrant-dominated public spaces
and the emotional wasteland that
results. Finkielkraut wonders
whether the violence is “a
consequence of the denial of
sensitivity, the rejection of courtesy
towards women which these
neighborhoods impose [the
effect] which collective misogyny
has on every individual.” No matter
how much the liberal intelligentsia
has tried to frame the 2005
suburban riots as “May '68 for the
popular classes,” they could not
quite avoid the contrasting images
of ultraviolent young men who put
forth no verbal demands or slogans
and the highly rhetorical and
sexually mixed spring of 1968.

The deep-rooted cultural divide
between the immigrants and the
French, Finkielkraut argues, is
hardly immutable. But it demands a
prodigious French effort, initiated in
the schools, to wear it down. The
problem is that there is no will in
France, nor anywhere in Europe, to

make that effort. In Llidentité
malheureuse, Finkielkraut probes
Europe’s politically correct elite

attitudes, especially the new passion
for “diversity.” For some it clearly
means that the essential identity of
Europe is to be diverse, or
cosmopolitan, which means it
should have no identity—in other
words, an identity based on a kind of
denial of identity. To be true to this
desired self, Europe must deny its
own origins. The consequences
emerge frequently—for instance in
the brouhaha over a proposed
Museum of History of France.
Multiculturalists wanted the new
structure be named the Museum of
History in France, so that no
extraneous appeals to strengthen
national identity were transmitted.
As Finkielkraut concludes, this is the
first time in the history of
immigration that those who are
being welcomed reject the idea that
those welcoming them have the
right to represent the welcoming
country. This has  produced
widespread concerns about
France’s direction: “France has
changed, life has changed, even
change has changed ... where it
was once undertaken, now it is
fated, where it was once what we
did or what we desired, it has
become instead what happens to
us.”

Finkielkraut is accused frequently of
having turned into a reactionary. At
the time of his election to the
Académie Francaise, a socialist
deputy charged, “If Finkielkraut was
not Jewish, he’d be a spokesman for
the National Front.” When he sought
last year to visit Nuit Debout, a
months-long leftist protest and
teach-in at the Place République,
protesters forcibly escorted him and
his wife out. He counters with wry
observations about the left: “At the
moment when Marine Le Pen Kkills
her father, the antifascists spare no
measure to revive him.” This is a
reference to the political
establishment’s refusal to
acknowledge the deep changes the
party founder's daughter has
wrought in the National Front, not
least by expelling her father from the
party. He notes also the left's belief
that “the people’ are admirable
when they act as a class, but
despicable when they act as part of
a nation.” Finkielkraut is not part of
the populist right, nor does he
consider civil war inevitable. He
advocates reforms designed to save
France, particularly in the schools.
These include putting French
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history, language, and culture at the
center of the curriculum in the
immigrant suburbs. But there isn’t
much chance any of this actually will
be implemented.

The three men discussed above are
the tip of a cultural and political
iceberg. We could easily include
Finkielkraut's friend Pierre Manent,
author of Situation de la France,
which lays out a blueprint for coming
to terms with an Islam that was
invited, without preconditions, into
France. He suggests flexibility on
headscarves; accommodation for
separate hours for girls and boys in
gym; firmness in rejection of the
face-covering hijab; and absolute
support for freedom of speech. At
the same time, he bemoans the
reality that France’s adherence to
the EU deprives the state of the
strength and flexibility needed to
facilitate a deeper assimilation.
Others in this new school of French
cultural identity include the historian
Jacques Julliard, the famous
onetime revolutionary theoretician
Régis Debray, and prominent writer
Pascal Bruckner—all major
intellectuals, all now labeled
reactionaries. Last year Eugénie
Bastié observed in Le Figaro that
Nov. 13, 2015, the date of the
Bataclan massacre, marked a

decisive breaking point for French
intellectuals, generating a dichotomy
between, on the one hand, those
who thought it essential to see the
world as it truly was; and, on the
hand,

those who doubled
down on the

other
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Marine Le Pen has placed herself
among the front-runners to be
France’s next president by ditching
the anti-Semitic rhetoric that her
father used to build up her party.

Yet Jean-Marie’s youngest daughter
spent most of her life steeped in far-
right ideology as the National Front
grew on the fringes of French
politics in the 1970s and 1980s.

The 48-year-old candidate may
have swapped her father's racism
for promises to protect “patriots”
from globalization, but her political
identity remains entwined with the
party’s troubled origins.

These seven dates show how the
candidate was shaped by her
father’s career.

Nov. 2, 1976: Bombed

Bomb damage following an attack at
the home of Jean-Marie Le Pen in
November 1976.

cause of anti-racism because they
thought it was just and because,
above all, they must not “play the
game” of the National Front. Some
described this as a battle between
“the Good and the True.” This split
will certainly endure after this May’s
presidential election, whatever the
outcome. But it can’t be denied that
the influence of those bent on
“seeing things as they truly are,”

represented in some form by
Zemmour, Finkielkraut, and
Houellebecq, among others, had

grown tremendously over the past
five years.

It is worth noting also that it surely
isn't an accident that two of the
three men discussed here are
Jewish, and that a Jewish character
(Francois’s girlfriend Myriam) plays
a pivotal role in Submission when
she decamps, with her parents, for
Israel. To be sure, neither Zemmour
nor Finkielkraut spends much time
writing about  French  Jewish
“‘communal” issues. But Zemmour
was correct in arguing that the
1980s intensification of French guilt
over Vichy and the Shoah played a
significant part in pushing much of
France’s cultural and political
establishment toward a view that
they had a moral obligation to reject
traditional France. Some saw
replacing it with new immigrants as
a kind of providential opportunity.
But there has emerged also a
growing sense that this new France,
redeemed, as it were, of all the
provincial, nationalist, and petty
racist sentiments that suffused both

GERIEREl The Making of Marine Le Pen
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The night before Jimmy Carter's
U.S. presidential election victory, 8-
year-old Marine was at home in the
Le Pen family’s Paris apartment
when several pounds of dynamite
ripped through the building. Police
said it was an attempt to
assassinate her father, though the
perpetrators were never caught.

Marine survived unscathed and says
the  experience  marked the
beginning of her political awareness.
It also intensified her relationship
with Jean-Marie.

“When | was still playing with dolls, |
became aware of this terrible and
incomprehensible thing for me: My
father was not treated the same as
others, we are not treated the same
as others,” she said in her 2006
autobiography, “Against the Flow.”

After the attack, the family moved
out of Paris to Montretout, an estate
on the edge of the capital where a
wealthy supporter had left Jean-
Marie a 19th century red-brick
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Vichy and Gaullism, now threatens
French Jews in very concrete and
undeniable ways. The Jewish
population of France is roughly half
a million, less than 1 percent, but its
weight is larger in the French
intellectual and cultural worlds. And
many French Jews, for very
understandable  reasons, have
developed sensitive social antennae
for perceiving the advent of societal
danger.In France today this growing
societal danger is undeniable.
Roughly half of the country’s
government-acknowledged hate
crimes are carried out against Jews.
Islamist terrorists have struck many
general French targets, including
Catholic ones. But about half of their
attacks have been against
specifically Jewish targets: schools,
museums, kosher supermarkets.
Perhaps more ominous is the rise in
violent crime, now part of the
general background. Public schools
in the Paris suburbs, once filled with
Jewish children, are now nearly
empty of them. According to one
recent estimate, 40 percent of
Jewish students go to Jewish
schools, while another 35 percent
attend Catholic academies; their
parents don’t believe French public
schools are safe for their children. In
recent years, France has been
losing annually some 2 to 3 percent
of its Jewish population to
emigration to Israel. Reports
proliferate of Jews leaving medium-
size cities for the relatively greater
safety of Paris, but in Paris one sees

mansion in his will. Marine would
live there with her father for almost
four decades.

Oct. 10, 1984: Abandoned

Left to right, Yann Le Pen, Marie-
Caroline Le Pen, Jean-Marie Le Pen
and Marine Le Pen pose outside
Montretout, the family home in
Saint-Cloud, France, in 1988.

Photographer: Francis Apesteguy

Family life for the Le Pens was
unconventional by the standards of
bourgeois France. The parents lived
separately from their three
daughters and were often away

traveling, sailing, partying or
campaigning.
That was just the start. When

Marine was 16, her mother left with
a lover and cut off contact with her
daughter for 15 years.

Marine stayed on with her father at
Montretout as her parents’ bitter,
public divorce played out across the
front pages of the press — her
mother even posed naked in the
French edition of Playboy magazine
at one point. Le Pen says the

synagogues and Jewish schools
under military guard.

While this is just one aspect of the
growing concern within  French
society about the seemingly
intractable assimilation issues facing
the country, it is a significant one.
Beyond it is a host of more general
popular fears and cultural anxieties
focused on the France of old and
what will be lost when it is gone. It is
not surprising, therefore, that we are
seeing in French intellectual circles
a fresh appreciation for the habits,
culture, virtues, and even flaws of
the historical French republics. No
one should be fooled into thinking
that this intellectual ferment in
France, centered on the protection
of the country’s traditional culture, is
a phenomenon peculiar to this
particular European nation. Just as
we see echoes of Le Pen’s National
Front in the politics of other Western
countries, including the United
States, we are likely to see a
growing intellectual focus on such
political controversies. A powerful
new debate has opened up in the
nations of the West, and writers,
thinkers, essayists, and polemicists
of various stripes and viewpoints will
be pulled into it. But France is the
country to watch because it is the
vanguard.

Scott McConnell is a founding editor
of The American Conservative and
the author of Ex-Neocon:
Dispatches From the Post-9/11
Ideological Wars.

trauma created a special bond with
her sisters, who've supported her on
the campaign trail.

“She became much tougher after
her mother left, and became even
closer to her father,” said Jean-
Francois Touze, a former close ally
of Jean-Marie. “That personal
tragedy and being bullied in school
for being a Le Pen created a feeling
that it was ‘us against the world.’
She still has that.”

Jan. 1, 1998: Political Calling

As a child, Le Pen wanted to be a
cop and later trained as a lawyer.
But she never really escaped her
father’s orbit.

Her first employer was a friend of
her father’s, and she mainly worked
defending people in extreme-right
movements. When she struck out on
her own, she struggled to make
headway. In 1997 she married a
National Front activist. The next
January, after six years as a lawyer,
she quit her job and joined the party.

Three months later she won her first
election, for the regional council in
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Nord Pas de Calais, an
impoverished  region  bordering
Belgium. Her three children,

including twins, were born in 1998
and 1999.

“She tried to strike out on her
own,” Renaud Dely wrote in his
essay “The Real Marine Le Pen.” “It
was a failure. The youngest
daughter never managed to break
away from her father.”

May 5, 2002: Into the Spotlight

Jean-Marie Le Pen salutes
supporters at his home in Saint-
Cloud.

Photographer: Joel Saget/AFP via
Getty Images

After Jean-Marie’s surprise success
in the first round of the 2002
presidential election brought millions
onto the streets in protest, he was
defeated by Jacques Chirac in a
landslide.

That was also the night the French
public discovered Marine, a 33-year-
old chain smoker with long blond
hair. With demonstrators
labeling her father a fascist, Marine
went on television to defend him,
catching the public imagination with
both her look and her arguments.

“That's when she emerged,” said
Nicolas Lebourg, a researcher on
far-right politics at the University of
Montpellier.

Marine’s rise marked the beginning
of the National Front's journey
toward the mainstream of French
politics.

“She understood that as long as the
party was branded as racist and her
father continued to deny the
Holocaust there could be no future,”

Lebourg said. “On May 5, 2002,
Marine Le Pen decided to change
the National Front.”

May 13, 2009: Chemistry

Le Pen and Florian Philippot in
2017.

Photographer:
Images

Chesnot/Getty

Florian Philippot was a 27-year-old
graduate of France’s elite National
School of Administration when he
was introduced to Le Pen by a
mutual friend.

Le Pen was reluctant to go to dinner
with a policy wonk
but afterward both described it as it
a political “love at first sight.” Her
relationship with Philippot is entirely
platonic, though both her husbands
did work for the National Front. And
her current partner, Louis Aliot, is
vice president of the party.

“She’s intellectually insecure and
Philippot, who’s a trained
technocrat, gave her confidence and
structure,” said Sylvain Crepon, a
professor of sociology at the
University of Tours.

Philippot helped Le Pen airbrush the
Front’s racist image and reprogram
the party to focus on “sovereignty”
instead of “nationalism.” That
opened the door to a swath of new
voters.

“He helped her put identity, not race,
at the center,” Crepon said.

Under Philippot’'s guidance, Le Pen
accelerated the party’s evolution
from its libertarian roots toward
economic patriotism. He converted
her to his anti-European plans to
restore the barriers to immigration
and, in what became the

centerpiece of her 2017 campaign,
to leave the euro.

Aug. 20, 2015: Rupture

Le Pen appears on French
television after her father called the
Holocaust a “detail” of World War 1.

Photographer: Martin Bureau/EPA

Marine took over the leadership of
the National Front with her father’s
blessing in 2011 and, with Philippot
at her side, pushed ahead with her
plans to make the party electable.
But she had one problem: Jean-
Marie.

Despite the warnings from his
daughter, the National Front's
founder refused to temper his

language, repeatedly talking about
gas chambers.

The issue came to a head in an April
2015 television interview when he
insisted that the Holocaust was just
a “detail” of World War Il. After a
four-month power struggle, Marine
called a meeting of the executive
committee and had Jean-Marie
expelled from the party he built.

“This was the most difficult moment
of my life apart from giving birth,”
she said in a September television
interview. “He forced me to go all
the way.”

Both say they no longer have any
contact, though Jean-Marie is still
helping to finance  Marine’s
campaign.

“Politically it's a success,” said Jean-
Yves Camus, researcher and co-
author of the book “Far-Right
Politics in Europe.” “But on a
personal level how could we know?
He's politically dead. But the
ideology, the roots are still there.”

”“/][lan[jc How Populism Took Root in France

Uri Friedman

The idea that politicians operate on
a spectrum, with the right on one
end and the left on the other,

originated with the French
Revolution, when royalists sat on
the right side of the National

Assembly and revolutionaries on the
left. So it's only fitting that, 228
years later, France is at the forefront
of a phenomenon on display in
many democracies at the moment:
the crumbling of left-right politics.

Of the four leading candidates in
France’s presidential election, the
first round of which takes place on
Sunday, only one hails from a
traditionally dominant left- or right-
wing political party. And that
exception, the Republican Party’s
Francois  Fillon, is  currently
embroiled in a scandal over whether
he improperly funneled taxpayer

money to his family members. As
some observers have noted, the
French political spectrum now looks

more like a circle—or, more
accurately, a tangled mess of circles
where  the most  significant

differences are not between left and
right, but between nationalists and

internationalists,  populists  and
pluralists, rebels and
preservationists. The National
Front's presidential candidate,

Marine Le Pen, advocates far-right
anti-immigration policies and far-left
economic policies. Jean-Luc
Melenchon, the candidate for the
new France Unbowed movement, is
way to the left of Le Pen on many
issues, but not so far from her
sympathy toward Vladimir Putin and
hostility toward globalization and the
European Union. Emmanuel
Macron, the candidate for the new
On the Move movement, rejects
“left” or “right” labels altogether.
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Le Pen and Macron are expected to
advance to the second round of
voting, marking the first time in six
decades that the main parties of the
left and right wouldn't be
represented at that stage of the
presidential election. It's a bit like
Donald Trump creating his own
America First party and competing
against Michael Bloomberg, of the
newly launched America for
Everyone party, in the 2020
presidential election, as Republicans
and Democrats watch from the
sidelines.

In a new analysis of polling data,
Gallup offers some compelling clues
as to why left-right politics is being
scrambled in France and other
European countries. Gallup’s study
is focused on identifying the factors
that fuel populism, a logic as old as
politics according to  which
politicians claim to exclusively

April 9, 2017: A Slip?

Two weeks before the first round, Le
Pen still held a narrow lead in the
polls. Though her support had
dipped, her main challenge was to
broaden her support ahead of the
May 7 runoff.

Then history — both personal and
national — reared its head again.

Asked in an interview about her
manifesto statement that France
should stop apologizing for itself, Le
Pen denied her country was
responsible for the roundup of over
13,000 Jews sent from Paris to
Auschwitz in 1942. Her comments
reopened the debate about France’s
wartime government — President
Jacques Chirac had issued an
apology for the action in 1995, riling
some on the far right.

Who Are the French Election's Main
Candidates?

Who Are
Candidates?

the French Election

Le Pen “showed the true face of the
National Front,” Emmanuel Macron,
her most serious rival for the
presidency, told reporters. She
refused to back down.

Whether the comments were really
a mistake, or a sop to her base, the
episode showed that even after a
15-year makeover, her father's
politics still cloud Marine’s electoral
hopes.

“She herself isn’t racist or even anti-
Semitic, but she can’t help it
Lebourg said. “She always comes
back to the DNA of the National
Front to show she’s the anti-
establishment candidate.”

represent the righteous people in a
moral struggle against the corrupt
elite. Populism comes in left- and
right-wing forms and is often paired
with other ideologies; in France, Le
Pen and Melenchon could both be
described as populists. And, as
Gallup reports, populist parties
appear to be gaining support in
countries where two things are true:
1) Many people are disaffected with
government and 2) Many people are
discouraged about their future.

Of those surveyed by Gallup, the
French are among the most likely to
have little confidence in government
and little hope that their life will be
better in five years than it is today—
with more than 40 percent of French
respondents saying they feel this
way. Judged by these metrics,
Gallup notes, Europe in general
seems more prone to populism than
the United States, despite the fact
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that Donald Trump is currently the
most prominent example in the West
of a (semi-) populist leader. In 18 of
27 European Union countries,
Gallup encountered a higher
percentage of disaffected and
discouraged people than in the U.S.

Among EU countries with elections
in 2017, France is home to the
second-most disaffected and
discouraged voters, behind
Slovenia. (In the Dutch election in
March, the populist party finished in
second place.)

A 2017 poll by the communications
marketing firm Edelman similarly
found that France had one of the
lowest levels of trust in government

THE WALL

of the 28 countries it surveyed; only
South Africa, Poland, Brazil, and
Mexico fared worse. As Richard
Edelman, the head of the firm, told
me when the survey was released,
the “system” in countries like France
is widely perceived to be failing,
meaning “we don’t have a sense of
equality—the rich get more than
others. We don’t have a sense of ...
opportunity. We don’'t have good
leaders. And we demand
change.” He offered up an equation:
Lack of belief in system + economic
and social fears + loss of trust in
institutions = potential for populism.
“Populism is people taking
authority back from institutions they

no longer have faith in,” he
explained.
But these inputs don’'t always

produce populism; often they simply
fragment the political landscape,
dispersing votes across a range of
established and upstart parties as
people search for new forms of
democratic representation. A
disaffected and discouraged
citizenry isn’t just a boon for
populists, who condemn the
“establishment” and ease worries
about the future with nostalgic
appeals to past greatness. It also
has consequences for left-right
politics. If you lack confidence in the
government in general, you’re
unlikely to distinguish much between

left, right, and center. If you doubt
that your future is bright, you're
unlikely to be satisfied with the same
old ping-ponging policies of the
center-right and center-left.

In France in particular, a sudden
surge in terrorist attacks, a deeply
troubled economy, and a long
struggle to assimilate immigrants,
among other factors, have spread
distrust and despair. The measure
of the resulting disruption is this: All
that's currently standing in the way
of a populist revolution in France is
a political veteran under
investigation for embezzlement and
a political independent who has
never held elected office.

STREET Le Pen Rise Before French Election Fueled by Industrial Decline

JOURNAL. (online)

Matthew Dalton
April 20, 2017 5:30 a.m. ET

AMIENS, France—French
presidential candidate Emmanuel
Macron is one of this industrial city’s
most famous natives. But when
Whirlpool Corp. said it would shut its
factory here and move production to
Poland, it was one of his rivals, far-
right nationalist Marine Le Pen, who
grabbed the spotlight.

Ms. Le Pen excoriated the American
appliance maker and pledged a 35%
tax on imports from Whirlpool and
other  companies that  shift
manufacturing outside France. “We
can no longer accept this massive
deindustrialization,” she said in a
video message to workers.

With days to go before the start of
France’s presidential elections, Ms.
Le Pen’s antiestablishment and
euroskeptic message is resonating
with voters here and in other
struggling industrial cities, where
years of declining fortunes have
fueled deep anger with the country’s
political elite and the European
Union.

“We need someone to defend us
workers,” says Gilles Jourdain, who
started at the Whirlpool factory 39
years ago. “I have never voted Le
Pen, but why not?”

Public-opinion surveys show Ms. Le
Pen, leader of the National Front,
running neck-and-neck with Mr.
Macron for the lead in a field of 11
candidates competing in Sunday’s

first  round. The  mainstream
conservative, Francois Fillon, and
far-left politician Jean-Luc

Mélenchon, are close behind.

The top two finishers will face off in
a second vote in May. Polls indicate
that Ms. Le Pen would lose to Mr.
Macron, Mr. Fillon or Mr. Mélenchon
in that final round.

Whether she wins or not, the
strength of Ms. Le Pen’s following
shows she has built a potent political
force in rural and industrial areas to
challenge the French establishment
in the years ahead.

France’s blue-collar regions are a
major weak point for Mr. Macron
and the country’s other mainstream
candidates. An April poll by survey
firm Elabe found that in the
election’s first round, 48% of factory
workers would vote for Ms. Le Pen,
compared with 16% for Mr. Macron.

Around Amiens, factory jobs have
been steadily draining away for
years. In 2014, Goodyear Tire &
Rubber Co. closed up shop, idling
more than 1,000 workers. Now,
Whirlpool is moving on, too, to an
EU country with lower wages.

Mr. Macron’s response to France’s
economic woes has been a vocal
defense of trade as well as the EU
and its common market. The
campaign platform of the 39-year-
old former investment banker says
the “causes of deindustrialization
are to be found at home and not in
globalization.”

A former economy minister, Mr.
Macron says he wants to shake up
France’s rigid labor market, making
it easier for companies to hire and
fire workers, cut corporate taxes and
invest in research and development
to make manufacturers more
competitive.

Ms. Le Pen’s National Front has
argued that only ditching the euro
and going back to the French franc
can revive French industry. A
modest devaluation of the new
currency would help France regain
the cost competitiveness it lost to
Germany over the past decade,
when Berlin’s labor-market
overhauls kept wages growing far
more slowly than in the rest of the
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eurozone, party officials have said.
The move, combined with the threat
of punitive import tariffs, would stem
France’s industrial losses to
Germany and Eastern Europe, they
say.

Mr. Macron—who grew up the son
of doctors in Amiens before leaving
at age 16 for elite schools in Paris—
has been reluctant to weigh in on
the looming Whirlpool plant closure.
In a television interview, he said:
“What will | do? I'll go in a truck and
say, ‘With me, it won’t close? We
know that it's not true.”

Mr. Macron also urged Whirlpool to
find a buyer for the factory so the
workers don’t lose their jobs.

The candidate says he discovered
his “civic conscience” in Amiens. But
his plans ring hollow here and in
industrial communities across
France. Since the country began
using the euro in 1999, industrial
production has fallen 10%. In
Germany, it is 32% higher.

France’s industrial losses have often
come from production shifting to the
eastern half of the EU, where labor
costs are a fraction of what they are
in France. Industrial output in
Poland, which is in the EU but
doesn’t use the euro, has more than
doubled since the start of the
common currency.

“Europe was a mistake, a very big
mistake,” says Delphine Voisin, a
forklift driver who has worked at the
Whirlpool plant for 27 years. Ms.
Voisin said she is considering voting
for Ms. Le Pen.

In her videotaped message to
Whirlpool workers, Ms. Le Pen said:
“We must break with this ultraliberal
model that has been imposed on us
by our leaders for years.”

When Stéphane Demory, a wiry 47-
year-old, got his permanent job at

the Goodyear plant near Amiens in
2001, he says he thought he would
be employed for life. In 2014,
however, the Akron, Ohio-based
company shut the massive plant,
saying it was too costly compared
with operations in Germany and
Eastern Europe.

Workers held two Goodyear
executives hostage at the factory for
30 hours to negotiate bigger payouts
for those losing their jobs.

For Mr. Demory, who was laid off,
the episode revived bad memories.
Mr. Demory’s father lost his job
when local manufacturing giant
Saint Fréres retrenched in the
1980s, throwing the economy into
turmoil.

Mr. Demory’s marriage fell apart as
the Goodyear plant closed. After
sending résumés to more than 100
employers, he is still looking for
work.

He blames current French President
Frangois Hollande and Mr. Macron,
his aide at the time, for not
preventing the closure.

“Everyone says you have to go with
the Socialist Party, you have to go
with the right,” Mr. Demory says. “I'd
like Marine Le Pen for one time.
What will it cost? Nothing. Five
years.”

Others in Amiens say they can’t
support Ms. Le Pen’s tough anti-
immigration message. “National
Front, it's racism, pure and simple,”
says Didier Hérisson, a former union
leader at the Goodyear plant. He
says he'll vote for the far-left Mr.
Mélenchon, who wants to
renegotiate the terms of European
Union treaties.

At the Whirlpool plant, the company,
labor unions and the French
authorities are trying to find a buyer
for the factory, something that could
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save jobs. That process is required
under a law passed by the Hollande
government.

Whirlpool decided to shut the plant
because it has been losing money
for years, a spokesman said. The
company is working hard to find a
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Emmanuel Macron, a French
presidential candidate, at his office
in Paris last week. Pierre Terdjman
for The New York Times

BAGNERES-DE-BIGORRE, France
— In the final days before France’s
presidential election on Sunday,
Emmanuel Macron was tramping
through the snow high in the
mountains near the Spanish border
for a critical campaign stop near this
tiny village where his grandparents
once lived.

With the race exceptionally tight, it
seemed an unlikely place for any
candidate. Hardly a voter was in
sight. Instead, what Mr. Macron later
described as a “pilgrimage,” with
some 20 journalists in tow, was in
part intended to show his human
side, to reflect his connection to a
“terroir” — a definable place and
personal history — that French
voters could latch onto.

With no political party to speak of,

and never having held elected
office, Mr. Macron, 39, a onetime
investment banker and former
economy minister, is leading an
improbable quest to become
modern France’s youngest

president. His profile is that of an
insider, but his policies are those of
an outsider. If the ever-precocious
Mr. Macron is to succeed, his first
challenge is to sell a product still
largely  unfamiliar to  almost
everyone: himself.

That Mr. Macron is such an
unknown underscores his unusual
position in a French election that, to
some degree, is a referendum on
the future of Europe. The far-right
leader Marine Le Pen threatens to
take France out of the European
Union. By contrast, Mr. Macron is
ardently pro-Europe and has
portrayed himself almost as the anti-
Le Pen.

The race is truly up in the air. As
much as 30 percent of the French
electorate is still undecided, and four
of the 11 candidates, including Mr.
Macron, are polling within three or
four percentage points of each
other. The top two vote-getters in
the election’s first round will face off
in a final vote on May 7.

buyer for the factory, he said.

Philippe Theveniaud, a labor leader
and local official, says that if a
mainstream candidate like Mr.
Macron is elected and nothing is
done to help workers in places like
Amiens, Ms. Le Pen and the

Mr. Macron is so close to Ms. Le
Pen, leader of the National Front,
that it is difficult to say who is the
front-runner. But Mr. Macron is
buoyed by the fact that more than
half of French voters support
candidates other than those from
the traditional, mainstream parties.

Mr. Macron has begun a new
political movement, En Marche!,
which means “Forward” or Onward,”
that draws from both sides of the
political spectrum. He is gambling
that his postpartisan philosophy
matches the national mood.

France’s Vote: The Basics

The presidential election will be held
in two stages.

(] Round 1

Voters  will choose from 11

candidates on April 23.

. Round 2

If, as is widely expected, no one
receives more than 50 percent of
the vote, the top two candidates will
compete in a runoff on May 7.

But the smartest kid in the class is
not always the one who wins.
Though he has already checked
virtually every box required for a
successful career among the French
elite, Mr. Macron may actually be
the kind of change agent France
fears.

In a runoff — presuming both he
and Ms. Le Pen get through to the
final round — she would be the
political placeholder, the vote to
preserve or restore a nostalgic
(critics say outmoded) vision of
France and one that revives
nationalism and fans anti-Muslim
sentiments. She has expanded her
movement by assailing globalization
— the European Union, the loss of
French jobs and an influx of
migrants.

Mr. Macron is the establishment’s
anti-establishment candidate. He
tilts at sacred cows — retirement
benefits, employee protections —
with an eye toward making France
more business-friendly, while
professing he will preserve its social
safety net. Many question whether
he will really be able to do both at
the same time.
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National Front will be even stronger
in the next elections.

“National Front won’t have 30%, but
60% next time,” Mr. Theveniaud
said. “People will say, ‘We are
tricked again. He proposes nothing
new. It's the same thing.”

Despite the political risks, Mr.
Macron has proudly embraced an

unpopular European Union, and
preached tolerance toward
immigrants and Muslims never

beloved in France, and even less so
since the 2015 terrorist attacks.

Yet he has clearly struck a chord
with many voters, despite being “an
unidentified political object,” as
Pascal Perrineau, a political science
professor at Sciences Po in Paris,
described him.

“This is a man who, certainly, began
his career in the Socialist Party, and
he says that he is not a centrist,” Mr.
Perrineau said. Yet, “he is, as he
says, from the right and from the left
and this is an invention that our
political family has not seen before.”

The visit to Bagneres-de-Bigorre —
almost four years to the day since
Mr. Macron’s grandmother died —
was a chance for the candidate to
further define himself. At once
sincere and strategic, the excursion
was designed to portray him as
someone with roots in the ‘“real”
France of villages and hard-working
rural people.

Mr. Macron with his wife, Brigitte
Trogneux. Once his teacher and 24
years his senior, she tried initially to
discourage him. They married in
2007. Pierre Terdjman for The New
York Times

“The journey | made today brought
to mind many memories,” Mr.
Macron later told a crowd of 5,000 at
an evening rally nearby in Pau, a
city of nearly 80,000, adding that it
was where he used to reunite with
his grandmother, “whom | loved so
much.”

“It was she and my grandfather who
for years and years led me to live in
Bagneéres-de-Bigorre, to walk there,
to run there, to learn how to bicycle,
to ski, to be rooted in our country,”
he said.

Born and raised in Amiens, about 70
miles from Paris, Mr. Macron is the
eldest of three children. Both
parents are doctors. He attended a
parochial school founded by Jesuits.
When he was 15, he met Brigitte
Trogneux, a teacher of French and
drama with whom he fell in love.
About 24 years his senior, she tried

Corrections & Amplifications
Philippe Theveniaud is a labor

leader. An earlier version of this
article incorrectly spelled Mr.
Theveniaud’'s  first name as

Phillippe. (April 20, 2017)

Macron Wants to Change France. But Will Voters Elect an Unknown?

initially to discourage him, but he
was determined and she was
eventually smitten.

In a documentary broadcast on the
France 3 television network, she
recalled the year he went off to
finish high school in Paris at the
prestigious Lycée Henri IV. “He
called me all the time,” she said.
“We spent hours on the telephone.
Little by little he conquered all my
resistance in a manner that was
incredible — with patience.”

She ultimately divorced her first
husband and the father of her three
children. One of them, a daughter, is
working on Mr. Macron’s campaign.
The student and his teacher married
in 2007.

Their love affair was the kind of
audacious undertaking that has
defined Mr. Macron’s life and career.
His sheer drive, his focus and his
willingness to leapfrog in a country
where most success is built step by
step make him more like the
entrepreneurs he admires than a
typical politician.

A product of top schools, including
the prestigious Sciences Po and the
Ecole Nationale d’Administration,
Mr. Macron won a coveted place in
an elite auditing body at the Finance
Ministry before leaving to join the
investment bank Rothschild &
Company.

Mr. Macron at a campaign rally in
Pau, in southwestern France. Pierre
Terdjman for The New York Times

Although he knew little about
investment banking, in four years at
the firm Mr. Macron was promoted
from director to managing director.
He earned nearly 2.9 million euros
($3.1 million) in those years,
according to the financial disclosure
form from when he was economy
minister.

By 2014, at 36, he was appointed
minister of economy under France’s
current Socialist president, Francois
Hollande, before leaving to begin his
campaign. His one significant
achievement was passage of what
became known as the Macron Law,
a hodgepodge of economic policies
mostly designed to cut red tape and
make markets more flexible.
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Those who have worked closely with
Mr. Macron, both in government and
in the private sector, are almost
uniformly impressed by his grasp
and dedication, but some said that
at times they felt misled as Mr.
Macron pursued his ambitions.

Francis Vercamer, a member of the
center-right Union of Democrats and
Independents, remembers
proposing several amendments to
the Macron Law in private and said
that the economy minister spoke
positively about them. But when Mr.
Vercamer later brought them up in
debate on the legislation, Mr.
Macron turned down every one, he
said.

“I don’t want to say it was dishonest
because that's not the right term,”
said Mr. Vercamer, who was a vice
president of the committee that
examined the bill. “But for someone
who comes to a private meeting and
says, ‘This is good,” and then comes
to a public meeting and doesn’t
support you and doesn’'t give a
reason, that's not worthy of a
representative of the Republic.”
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When French presidential candidate
Emmanuel Macron met with
German Chancellor Angela Merkel
last month, the conversation turned
to a question bedeviling Europe’s
political establishment. How could
they halt the rising tide of
nationalism across the Continent?

Mr. Macron, who is fighting right-
wing euroskeptic Marine Le Pen for
the lead in Sunday’s election for
France’s top office, had an answer.
He said the European Union needed
more integration, not less.

For years, mainstream leaders,
faced with a rising populist
movement, relied on a strategy of
containment. That involved ignoring
its rhetoric, dismissing demands to
dismantle the EU as a recipe for
turmoil, and at times mimicking its
language. The limits of that
approach have been laid bare by
Britain’s decision to leave the EU,
Ms. Le Pen’s rise in France, and
recently the surge of a euroskeptic
French candidate on the far left,
Jean-Luc Mélenchon.

With elections in France this
weekend and in Germany later this
year, pro-EU forces are adopting a
new approach: a full-throated
defense of the economic bloc and its
place in their countries’ future.

The idea of what Mr. Macron
represents as a candidate — a
novel amalgam of pro-business and
pro-social welfare policies, with an
optimistic outlook on France’s future
— often seems to inspire more than
Mr. Macron himself.

At his recent rally in Pau, the crowd
seemed a bit more enthusiastic
before he spoke than afterward
when some seemed baffled by his
lofty proposals. He has been
criticized as being technocratic,
abstract and sometimes lacking in
empathy.

Mr. Macron is the establishment’s
anti-establishment candidate. He
threatens sacred cows work
hours, retirement benefits, employee
protections, civil servants — but
promises to make France both
socially minded and more capitalist-
friendly. Pierre Terdjman for The
New York Times

An episode last year during a visit to
an event in southern France, when
Mr. Macron was heckled by a 21-
year-old union activist in a black T-
shirt, seems emblematic.

The young man called out to the
neatly attired former banker, saying
he had “not a penny to pay for a suit
like that one.”

Mr. Macron responded: “The best
way to pay for a suit is to work.”

“'ve worked since the age of 16,”
the man shot back, in an exchange
popularly interpreted as having put
Mr. Macron in his place.

Mr. Macron’s policy proposals, while
numerous, have been assailed as
vague and hard to define politically,
particularly for a country that thinks
in terms of the political left and right.
But to others, that is his appeal.

Jacques Attali, an economist, writer
and longtime adviser to French
politicians, said that many of Mr.
Macron’s ideas were forged working
on a prestigious nonpartisan
economic commission set up under
the right-leaning President Nicolas
Sarkozy.

“The idea behind the commission
was to do something that should
have been done by either the left or
the right, or by both, but that had not

Establishment Tries New Election Tactic:

The shift is embodied by Mr.
Macron, who has defined himself in
oppositon to Ms. Le Pen,
figuratively wrapping himself in the
blue and gold-starred EU flag she
would remove from government
buildings.

“Our fight for fraternity will be our
fight for Europe,” Mr. Macron told a
February rally in Lyon organized
across town from where Ms. Le Pen
was declaring her candidacy.
“Europe! Europe!” the crowd of
thousands chanted.

Where Ms. Le Pen wants to
reinforce France’s national borders,
Mr. Macron says the solution to its
terrorism fears is to bolster the
frontiers of the EU. She wants a
more independent defense policy for
France; he wants tighter military
coordination across the bloc.

And where Ms. Le Pen sees the
euro as the root of France’s
economic woes, Mr. Macron touts
the EU’s single market as the key to
French prosperity.

Supporters of Ms. Le Pen say Mr.
Macron is playing into her hands by
squaring off on the future of Europe.
Ms. Le Pen has spent years spoiling
for that fight.

“This is Marine Le Pen’s issue. By
attacking her on it, he’s going to get
slapped,” said Raphael Ricci, a
gendarme from the Champagne-
region city of Reims.
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Mr. Macron’s love of the EU isn't
unconditional. He says serious
changes are needed if the bloc is to
mount an enduring electoral defense
against euroskeptics.

One of his more controversial
proposals is that the strongest of the
19 countries using the euro should
help shoulder fiscal burdens of the
weaker ones. That stance puts him
at odds with Ms. Merkel and some
other pro-EU leaders, especially in
northern Europe.

The election in France will be the
first major test of whether a political
strategy of direct confrontation with
anti-EU forces works.

Attitudes to the EU

A poll the EU conducted of its
member countries in November
shows the share of EU citizens with
a positive image of the bloc has
declined to 35% from about 50% 10
years ago, with one-quarter now
viewing it negatively. The EU’s
image has recovered somewhat
from a low point in 2011-2013.

In the poll, 37% of Germans saw the
EU positively—an 8-percentage-
point jump from last spring—while in
France 29% saw the EU positively,
a 7-percentage-point decline.

In Dutch elections last month, two
parties firmly supporting European
integration more than doubled their
share from a 2012 vote, and anti-

been done by anyone,” said Mr.
Attali, who served as the
commission’s chairman.

That embrace of bipartisanship can
result in neither side trusting him.

“In a way, the left doesn’t really
believe in him; in a way, the right
doesn’t really believe in him,” said
Frédéric Martel, a well-known writer
on politics and culture, who also
hosts a popular radio program on
France Culture.

Yet there are many people who do,
particularly among the urban,
educated and relatively young.

“He has a kind of free spirit that one
can see in the choices he’s made,”
said Amélie Castera, a longtime
friend of Mr. Macron’s who studied
with him at the Ecole Nationale
d’Administration and now holds a
senior position at AXA, the French
insurance giant.

“He has this freedom that comes
from his confidence in his destiny,”
she said.

Full Embrace of the

Islam nativist Geert Wilders lost his
bid to become prime minister.

The latest polling for the French
election shows four contenders
clustering near the top. Mr. Macron
has vaulted ahead of candidates
from France’s traditional parties to
pull even with Ms. Le Pen for the
lead. It is difficult to pinpoint how
much of his support is due to his
European-unity stance and how
much is primarily opposition to the
far right and far left. If Mr. Macron
and Ms. Le Pen make it to a
decisive second round, the polls
indicate he would come out ahead.

In  Germany, which votes for
chancellor in September, Martin
Schulz, a staunchly  pro-EU

candidate, has energized centrist
voters and knocked the wind out of
the populist right. The anti-
immigrant, anti-euro Alternative for
Germany has fallen sharply in the
polls since late January as Mr.
Schulz has climbed, although the
four-year-old AfD is still polling well
above the 5% support it would need
to enter the federal parliament for
the first time.

Pro-EU candidates are increasingly
looking across borders as they seek
to energize their electorates. The
goal is to create a groundswell of
electoral support that might one day
allow France and Germany to agree
on steps to improve the bloc’s
functioning.
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“Dear friends in France,” Mr. Schulz
said, suddenly switching to French
at a recent gathering of center-left
politicians. “We are sending you
today, from Berlin, a sign of our
unshakable solidarity. Together, we
will defeat the enemies of tolerance
and cooperation.”

Mr. Macron has met with Mr. Schulz,
the nominee of Germany’s Social
Democrats, as well as with Ms.
Merkel, pushing the idea that the EU
needs to deepen its integration so it
can function more like a sovereign
state.

“I cannot accept leaving the idea of
sovereignty to the far-right or the far-
left populists,” Mr. Macron told an
auditorium of German dignitaries
while visiting Berlin in January. He
spoke in English, drawing a barb
from Ms. Le Pen, who said he
should have used French.

The pro-Europe forces have their
own ideological divisions to bridge, a
north-south split deepened by fallout
from the 2008 financial crisis, terror
attacks and waves of migrants from
Africa and the Middle East.

Achilles’ heel

The north and south are at odds
over how to repair what many
economists regard as the Achilles’
heel of the eurozone: its inability to
deal with the debt burdens of
weaker members such as Greece.
German-imposed  austerity  has
damaged fragile economies, many
economists say, but loosening fiscal
rules could put northern European
taxpayers on the hook for what
many of them see as the profligacy
of the south.

Southern EU countries, for their
part, blame the north both for
imposing austerity on them and for
leaving peripheral countries to fend
for themselves in enforcing border
controls to stem the migrant flood.

France, facing security and
economic challenges, has retreated
from its traditional role as a bridge

over the north-south  divide.
President Francois Hollande flouted
eurozone budget-deficit rules and
bucked the EU’s call to deeply
overhaul rigid French labor rules.
His government has refused to
accept large numbers of refugees.

After Islamic State’s attacks in Paris
on Nov. 13, 2015, Mr. Hollande
proposed amending the constitution
so some French nationals convicted
of terrorism could be stripped of
citizenship. The proposal scrambled
French politics, with parts of his
majority joining the opposition to
block it.

Mr. Macron, who was then the
economy minister, began charting a
different course. He declared his
“philosophical unease” with taking
away citizenship, a proposal that
looked to critics like borrowing from
Ms. Le Pen’s National Front
playbook. Unhappy, too, that his
proposals to loosen labor rules were
shelved by Mr. Hollande, Mr.
Macron founded his own movement,
called En Marche, or On the Move,
and quit the government.

Like Mr. Hollande, Ms. Merkel came
under pressure last year to move
rightward, in her case to compete
with the anti-immigrant AfD following
two attacks by Islamist migrants. At
the time, it looked as if fending off
the AfD would be her biggest task in
her 2017 bid for re-election. The
Social Democrats’ surprise
nomination of Mr. Schulz in January
changed the equation.

The Social Democrats this year
have added more than 16,000 new
members, or nearly 4% of the total,
and more than the additions in all of
last year. The main reason people
give for joining is to defend the EU
and fight the far right, a party
spokesman said.

Red meat

At Mr. Schulz’s raucous rallies—by
modern German standards—he has
given those new members red meat,

assailing the AfD as well as U.S.
President Donald Trump. In a
speech last month, Schulz called the
AfD “a disgrace to Germany” and
accused Mr. Trump of “laying an ax
to the roots of democracy” through
his treatment of the news media.

While Ms. Merkel also supports a
strong EU, Mr. Schulz makes the
case with what critics say the
chancellor often lacks: emotion. His
rise to close to her in the polling
provides a further disincentive for
the chancellor to move rightward in
the coming campaign, because
doing so would increase her risk of
losing centrist voters.

In France, Mr. Macron’s camp
reached out to Ms. Merkel in
February to request a meeting. The
French politician, just 39 years old
and never having won elective
office, was under pressure to show
he could go toe-to-toe with world
leaders, and landing an audience
with the German chancellor was a
boon for him. In taking the meeting,
Ms. Merkel departed from her
decision in France’s 2012 election to
meet only with then-President
Nicolas Sarkozy, who was seeking

re-election, and not with Mr.
Hollande.
Mr. Macron needed to navigate

some policy differences with her,
however. He had just delivered a
speech complaining that the euro
unduly benefits German trade and
hurts some other EU countries’
trade.

The idea, often heard in southern
Europe, is that Germany’s exports
would suffer if it still used a strong
deutsche mark. Instead, its exports
have benefited from sharing a
weaker currency with 18 other
countries.

“The dysfunctioning of the euro is
good news for Germany, | have to
say. You benefit from this
dysfunctioning,” he told a crowd at
Humboldt University of Berlin.
German officials counter that

economic  weakness in  the
eurozone, the country’s biggest
export market, is bad for Germany,
too.

Eurozone ‘new deal’

Mr. Macron called for a “new deal” in
the eurozone, anchored by a
common budget that would be able
to issue bonds and step in when
countries experience large
economic shocks.

Such proposals cross what many in
the Merkel government consider a
red line: forcing German taxpayers
to underwrite other countries’ debt.
Mr. Macron skirted this issue when
he met Ms. Merkel on March 16.

A Macron aide said the conversation
centered on the rise of nationalist
movements and the need to deepen
EU cooperation, but Mr. Macron
also said the common currency
needed a shake-up to address
economic  imbalances  between
Germany and its poorer neighbors.
A Merkel aide said the meeting was
confidential.

When Ms. Merkel asked how the
French  election was  going,
according to Mr. Macron’s aide, he
told her he was taking a risk in
campaigning as such a staunchly
pro-Europe candidate.

Leaving the chancellery, Mr. Macron
told reporters he and Ms. Merkel
were in a celebratory mood. A day
earlier, Dutch voters had handed Mr.
Wilders and his anti-immigrant party
a resounding defeat.

“We congratulated each other,” Mr.
Macron said.

Write to Stacy Meichtry at
stacy.meichtry@wsj.com and Anton
Troianovski at
anton.troianovski@wsj.com

Appeared in the Apr. 20, 2017, print
edition as 'EU Loyalists Find Their
Voice.'

Vanity Fair : BHL : How France Disgracefully Trumpified Its Politics

Bernard-Henri Lévy

We are just a few days away from
the first round of the French
presidential election where 11
candidates are running for the
highest office. Former prime minister
Frangois Fillon represents the
right. Former minister Benoit
Hamon runs from the classical left.
Marine Le Pen, the daughter of
Jean-Marie Le Pen, champions the
extreme right. Jean Luc Mélenchon
champions an exotic far left. And at
39-years-old Emmanuel Macron,
who broke with his patron and
mentor, President Frangois
Hollande, and has subsequently

been likened to Brutus, plays the
part of a centrist French J.F.K.

But by the time the voting takes

place, nothing, or pretty much
nothing, of importance will have
been  discussed during the

campaign. This is the first time in the
history of a French national election
that moderators have dared to say
to the candidates: You have one
minute to tell us your position on
Trump, Putin, radical Islamic
terrorism, and the poison gas attack
in Syria. It is a campaign in which
more interest has been shown in
endocrine  disruptors and the
housing tax than in the rise of
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populist movements, Europe’s fate,
the alliance with the United States,
or the battles against ISIS for Mosul
and Ragga. It is a campaign in
which punchlines have replaced
arguments, voters have become
fans, and commentators have
assumed the role of referees at a
fight. This sort of presidential
campaign is, by now, pretty familiar
to American audiences. But for
France, which has long considered
itself, in Karl Marx's famous phrase,
the “fatherland of politics,” it
represents a complete and radical
change.

This is the first campaign in which
what was required of a candidate
was not to have a platform, but to
pull off a performance. And, if you
happen to be the frontrunner at the
moment, to know how to play
defense. It has been not a
campaign, but a soap opera.
Nothing about it has been
presidential. It is our House of
Cards, with its twists, scandals, and
cliffrangers. It might have been
dreamed up by a screenwriter in
search of plots of diabolical intrigue.

This has indeed been an election of
many firsts. For the first time,
conspiracy theorists had a candidate
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of their own own, a Pétainist
dressed up as a Gaullist in the form
of newcomer Frangois Asselineau.
French viewers seemed to be less
bothered by this lamentable first
than by the fact that Asselineau
seemed to have swallowed an
anthology of Chinese proverbs. It
was also our first introduction to
Jean Lassalle, yet another populist,
a former shepherd, this one
announcing from atop his ass on the
road to Damascus—and, in his
much-remarked-upon gravelly
voice—his support for the Syrian
dictator and the criminal Bashar al-
Assad. And yet France focused not
on the shocking fact of his support
for Assad but on the voice in which
the support was uttered.

This is also the first election in which
a modern fascist party, the National
Front, has been so close to victory
and, as | write, has regained the
lead in many polls. (Macron is the
other leading candidate.) How can
Le Pen be doing so well? Has she
made her party out to be something
other than what it is? Not at all. To
the contrary, Marine Le Pen wears
her racism, her hatred of migrants,
like a badge. This week, she even
embraced her ideological roots in
the collaborationist wartime France
of Marshall Pétain. How else are we
to construe her insistence that

The
Washington
https://www.faceb
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This weekend, France will begin the
process of selecting its next
president. Sunday's vote is one of
several major elections in Western
Europe this year.

In many ways, the political trends in
France are the same as those being
witnessed across the continent, if
not the world: the rising power of
fringe groups and the weakening of
major political parties. But the
French system is different from most
of its neighbors — and so are many
of the issues it faces.

Here's a WorldViews guide on what
to expect.

When do the French vote?

French voters may actually head to
the polls four times this summer.

The first round of voting for France's
next president will be Sunday. If no
candidate wins more than 50
percent of the vote (with 11
candidates running, a very likely
possibility), there will be a runoff
between the two top candidates on
May 7. Whoever wins the most
votes in that round will be president.

Even then, however, the voting
won't be over. There will also be a

France played no role in the
deportation of French Jews? She
cannot erase the fact that, in July
1942, French police—French
police—arrested more than 13,000
Parisian Jews, who were then
deported to Hitler's extermination
camps.

Ours has become a society of the
spectacle, displaying the terminal
nihilism that so terrified the political
philosopher Leo Strauss. This is
both reflected in and abetted by the
triumph of the Internet and social
media. And we are coming to a
precipice—or rather two.

The first precipice: The reduction of
politics to moralism with, as a
consequence, the dawning of an era
of generalized suspicion and the
revival of the Law of Suspects—
guilty until proven innocent. America
has been through this experience
before—it is almost standard in
politics now, the focus on “gotcha”
moments of alleged personal
shortcomings rather than on the
most important public issues at
stake. But, again, it is relatively new
in a country like France, where the
strict separation between public and
private sphere has always been an
unwritten law.

legislative electionto select the
French Parliament in June — and
this vote also has two rounds.

To win a seatin the National
Assembly, a candidate must receive
at least 50 percent of the vote on
June 11, with a required minimum of
25 percent registered-voter turnout.
Any races not reaching those
thresholds will require a June 18
runoff.

Both the presidential and legislative
elections will be essential moments
in the future of France.

Who are the candidates in the
presidential race?

In total, 11 -candidates have
received approval to run in the
election from  the  country's

Constitutional Council, having met
the threshold of the sponsorship of
500 elected officials.

Of this 11, five are considered
serious contenders:

e Francois Fillon of the
Republicans: The 63-
year-old Fillon is the

candidate for the France's
largest center-right party,
and he initially was
deemed a front-runner. A
former prime minister,
Fillon had presented
himself as a traditional
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The second precipice: In the case of
Fillon, we saw the further reduction
of the art of politics to the sport of
hunting fox or grouse: the avid pack
of beaters and pointers—that is, the
avid pack of us—whose task it was,
not to fight the adversary but to flush
him out and run him to ground. Oh,
our furtive desolation when the
weekly Le Canard Enchainé failed
to feed us our juicy Wednesday
update on “Penelopegate” Come
on, admit it, France: Raise your
hand if a photo of the candidate as
wounded game has not given you a
thrill or a tingle—or if you haven't felt
let down on the days when you were
deprived of your pound of human
flesh.

Is there a cure? Consider for a
moment Talleyrand, that most
corrupt of men, but one of France’s
best diplomats, which is evidently
not the case with Fillon, who is a
friend of Putin and of Iran. But that is
precisely what needed to be hunted.
What a pity that, on this point as on
so many others, we rubbed salt in
the wrong wound and added injury
to the wrong insult.

Consider Machiavelli. Consider the
moment when the long faces of
virtue replace the grandeur of virtu,
the moral strength, the courage, that
are the qualities required not only of

Catholic conservative in
the fact of a changing
France, promising fiscal
responsibility and stability.
However, his chances of
winning the presidency
may have been dashed by
a damaging scandal that
alleged he had paid his
wife and children 900,000
euros (about $948,000) of
government money for
work they never did.

e Benoit Hamon of the
Socialist  Party: Hamon,
49, was chosen to lead
the Socialists after the
incumbent president,
Francgois Hollande,
decided not to run for a
second term. Hollande's
decision, though unusual,
wasn't a total surprise: His
presidency has been
marked with record
unpopularity. Hamon has
hoped to  distinguish
himself by proposing
radical solutions such as a
universal income, but few
think that his platform
stands a chance in this
election.

e Marine Le Pen of the
National  Front: Perhaps
the  most high-profile

political leaders but of every citizen
participating in the res publica and
its difficult, perilous, but
indispensable civic deliberations.
What are the real stakes that France
is facing today? How will we solve
the problem of mass unemployment
that has been growing and growing
through the last 20 years? What can
we do about the declining
productivity of our industries? Our
massive public debt? The flow of
refugees? The process of their
integration? These are the urgent
deliberations we must have. And the
campaign is just burying them under
a mass of empty words.

At the door of the Jacobin Club in
1789, hung a sign reading, “Here we
are proud to call ourselves citizens.”
Citizens, yes, as distinguished from
armchair moralizers; defenders of
the common weal, yes, and arbiters
of its dilemmas, of its constant
necessary compromises, of the
justice of the American strike of April
6 on the base from which, three
days before, Assad’s child-hunting
aircraft had taken off—citizens, yes,
not users of the spittoon that the
public arena is becoming in a nation
that invented the rights of man.

Translated from the French by
Steven B. Kennedy.

What you need to know about the French election (online)

figure in  the race
internationally, it looks
possible that Le Pen will
lead the party her father
founded in 1972 to one of
its best election results
yet. Le Pen, 48, has
struggled to move the
National Front past its far-
right core, and she has
seen new support from
young voters and female
voters. Her policies
include pulling out of the
euro currency and major
restrictions on immigration
and free movement.

e Emmanuel Macron of
the En Marche!
movement: In the face of
what initially seemed to be

a polarized political
landscape, an elitely-
educated former
investment banker and
Socialist economy
minister has managed to
become the voice of

“radical centrism.” The 39-
year-old Macron is hoping
to become the youngest
president in French
history, and he aims to do
so without the backing of
a major party. He is at the
top of many polls, with
voters enticed by his
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moderate rhetoric and
plans to lower taxes and
expand health care, but
critics argue that his
policies may fail to entice
embittered voters to the

polls.

e Jean-Luc Mélenchon,
founder of the
Unsubmissive France

movement: The rise of a
65-year-old outspoken
leftist in the polls might be
one of the most surprising

facets of this year's
election. Mélenchon's
platform shares some

similarities with Le Pen —
most notably, his aversion
to the European Union —
but he doesn't strike the
same anti-immigrant
tones, and his vision of
abolishing France's Fifth
Republic political system,
in place since 1958, is

uniquely

radical. Mélenchon is

running for his

own Unsubmissive France

movement and is not

backed by a major party.
What are the big issues for

voters?

There are a number of intersecting
issues for French voters this year.
Below are four of the biggest:

e  Economy: France is still
feeling the after-effects of
the 2008 financial crisis.
Unemployment hovers
around 10 percent
higher than in most
European Union countries
— and there is
considerable anger at the
inefficiency of the French
state.

e  Europe: Polls have shown
that less than half of the
French people have a
positive view of the E.U.
Even if France doesn't
decide to leave the E.U.,
like Britain, a Le Pen
presidency could mean
the country pulls out of the

Che

euro — a move that could
trigger a major financial
crisis on the continent.

®  |Immigration: Some voters,
most notably supporters
of Le Pen, are motivated
by the levels of
immigration to France and
want to impose some
limits on legal immigration
and free movement under
the Schengen Agreement.

e  Security: Since  January
2015, more than 320
people have been killed

by terrorist plots in
France. Many in
France hope new

leadership may help deal
with this problem.

What are the polls saying about
who might win?

In  France's two-round system,
making sense of the polls requires a
little extra thought.

Many of the polls for first-round
voting give Macron and Le Pen a
slight edge. However, Fillon
and Mélenchon are not far behind,
often close enough that a margin of
error could explain them coming out
on top. Of the five main contenders,
only Hamon is trailing far behind at
this point.

No candidate is expected to receive
more than 50 percent of the first-
round vote. (This isn't unusual in
French presidential elections — no
candidate has won that much of the
vote under the current system.) That
means a runoff vote will likely be
held.

And while you might expect the top
vote-getter in the first round will
come out on top in the second, that
doesn't always happen: In 1974,
1981 and 1995, the candidate who
placed second in the first round
became president after the runoff.

There will probably be a lot of
tactical voting in the second round,
especially if Le Pen makes it
through. Polls suggest she would
lose by a large margin against either
Macron, Fillon or Mélenchon — a

somewhat similar situation to 2002,
when her father, Jean-Marie Le Pen,
made it to the second round but
then lost in a landslide to Jacques
Chirac (who received 82.2 percent
of the vote).

Most polls show Macron coming out
on top, no matter whom he faces in
the second round. However, a lot
could change before the second
round takes place.

What about
elections?

the parliamentary

It's important not to forget that just a
few weeks after the presidential
vote, the French will then vote for
their parliamentary representation.
Whoever wins the presidency will
later have to appoint a prime
minister from the winner of these
elections.

The French president, while more
powerful than many of his European
peers, still must depend on a prime
minister and Parliament to manage
the country's day-to-day affairs.

For a president, the ideal situation is
to have your party control the
Parliament during your term, but it
often doesn't work out that way.
When different parties control the
executive and legislative branches
of government, the French call it
“cohabitation,” but as with all such
partnerships, there can be serious
friction.

This year, the situation is even more
complicated. Of the top five
candidates, three (Macron, Le Pen
and Mélenchon) do not operate with
the support of a major party. Even
Fillon faces a similar risk: His
Republican Party is seriously
divided at the moment and he may
have to face down his parliamentary
colleagues on some issues.
Whatever the outcome, legislative
gridlock is likely.

So, what's the big story of the
election?

Right now, that's hard to say.

Many outside France look at Le
Pen's popularity and see it as the
latest in astring of events—
including Brexit and the election of

Donald Trump as U.S. president —
that reflect an antiglobalist
resurgence in the political right.

It is hard to deny that Le Pen is
capturing a moment: The National
Front has seen a surge in popularity
since she took over the party from
her father, and Le Pen has notably
broadened the party's appeal to
include more women and young
people.
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At the same time, things aren't quite
that simple.

For one thing, few are predicting a
Le Pen presidency now, thanks in
large part to the way that the French
election system is set up.

A story that may be even more
important is the fragmentation of the
French political system. The two
main French political parties — the
Republicans and the Socialists —
are struggling this year for two very
different  reasons.  Fillon, the
Republican candidate, has been
seriously tarnished by corruption
allegations, while the record
unpopularity of Socialist president
Hollande is a big factor in Hamon's
slim odds.

The net result isthe same: A
growing lack of trust in the
mainstream parties is leading voters
to look for alternatives. In some
cases, the alternative may be the
far-right, in others the far Ileft.
Disillusionment could be the defining
factor ofthis years vote —a
number of polls have suggested that
voter turnout could hit a record low,
despite the high stakes.
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“Just watch the interlopers from the
world over come and install
themselves in our home,” she said.
“They want to transform France into
a giant squat.”

“But it's up to the owner to decide
who can come in,” Ms. Le Pen
continued. “So, our first act will be to
restore France’s frontiers.”
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The words were red meat to her
base of supporters and were
intended to shore up her flagging
poll numbers as the campaign
closes. Polls once showed her at 